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The Quest for 
Convenience

W hen, or if, we 
encounter some-
one who uses 

a flip phone we imme-
diately think, “Well, 
isn’t that quirky!”  If we 
order a new book or a 
toaster from Amazon, 
we expect it to arrive on 
our doorsteps two days 
later.  After a long day 
of work, we stop off at 
Chop’t, Fish Taco or Balducci’s.  It’s all just 
so convenient!

There is nothing inherently wrong with 
making things more convenient. Our use of 
meal plans, Amazon Prime, phones that allow 

Managing 
Distraction

D i s t r a c t i o n 
prevents us 
from focus-

ing on the most 
important things 
in life. We are dis-
tracted by smart 
phones, text mes-
sages, screen time, 
and of course our 
new trusted friend, 
Alexa, all of which 
have increasingly 
intruded into our lives and claim our atten-
tion. We are distracted by national political 
and government leaders and the media cover-
ing them as they bicker over power, politics 

Chuck Short

Continued on page 38

Patricia McGann

Continued on page 17

Living Our Faith

I can’t tell you how 
much I enjoyed the 
Christmas season. 

There is just something 
about celebrating the 
birthday of the Lord 
that brings out the best 
in all of us. Is it the 
family dinners, the 
wonderful decorations, 
the exchange of gifts, 
the aroma of baked 
goods, the many cards 
and greetings? It is just a special time for all 
of us who love to live our faith with more 
exuberance during the Christmas holidays. 

Now that we are midway through January, 
preparing to celebrate Martin Luther King’s 
birthday, the Right to Life march, and 

Fr. John Enzler

Continued on page 39

Montana Native Serves 
as First Regional 
Coordinator of 
270Catholic 
By Melissa Montealegre 
Egan

R ob Stamper’s 
faith jour-
ney – youth 

ministry partici-
pant, Knights of 
Columbus member, 
catechist and youth 
minister – reads 
like a resume of a 
Catholic with life 
experience to share. 
The 26-year-old 
Montana native will 
harness all those 
roles as he seeks to inspire the faith lives 
of his own peer group as the Archdiocese 
of Washington’s new 270Catholic Regional 
Coordinator, based at St. Francis of Assisi 
Parish in Derwood, Md. 

Stamper is the first paid staff member of the 
archdiocesan ministry for young adults, which 
connects young people age 18-35 in Catholic 
churches along the I-270 corridor and helps 
them build a deeper relationship with God. 
A parish employee at St. Francis, Stamper is 
supervised by Parochial Vicar Fr. Jack Berard 
and receives mentoring from the archdiocese’s 
Jonathan Lewis and Megan Philip. 

After serving a five-year term in the Marine 
Corps after high school, Stamper and his wife 
moved to Maryland in July 2016 to be closer to 

St. Peter’s Annual Christmas Play “A Play in the Manger” highlighting that Jesus is the Reason 
for the Season

Jesus is the Reason for the Season

S t. Peter’s held its Annual Choir and 
Christmas Play on December 11, 
on stage at Good Counsel High 

School. The choir consists of students 

from fourth grade through eighth grade 
with 102 students which is almost half of 
the student in those grades! The vocal per-

St. Peter’s Annual Christmas Choir lead by Choir Director, Peter Nguyen

Continued on page 39

Robert Stamper, 
Regional Coordinator 
of 270Catholic 

Continued on page 36

Unique from Day One: Pro-Life is Pro-Science
On January 18, hundreds of thousands of marchers gathered in Washington DC and in cities across the nation to affirm the scientific fact that, from the 
moment the sperm penetrates the egg, a biogenetically unique human life has begun. Catholics will not be silent about the evil of abortion and will not 
acquiesce to a culture of indifference to the right to life of the most defenseless. Acquiescence is complicity: “Do not be afraid.” Maryland will hold its 
March for Life on March 4 in Annapolis. To learn more about the Maryland March for Life, visit: www.mdmarchforlife.com.  Photo by Kathleen Hamm



2  January 2019    Our Parish Times 

Students Explore “The Christmas Story”  
at the National Gallery of Art

You are Cordially Invited to Attend

Sundays at 8:00 a.m. 
Traditional Latin Mass Congregation 
Old St. John the Evangelist Church
9700 Rosensteel Avenue, Silver Spring, MD 20910

1/2 mile west of Georgia Ave.,  
off Forest Glen Rd., Rt. 192

www.tradlatinmass.org
E-mail: JSteis@aol.com

Latin Mass in accordance with the “Motu Proprio”  
of Pope Benedict XVI, issued July 7, 2007

Traditional 
Catholic Latin Mass

The Goehrung Family serving the Archdiocese for over 25 years

Located in Rockville, MD near the Shady Grove Metro Station
Call us 301-881-7446 or visit us online at SBTRockville.com
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Standing up for life!
M onsignor Edward Filardi, 

pastor of Our Lady of 
Lourdes Catholic Church 

in Bethesda, led the praying of the 
Rosary by a group of parishioners, 
churchgoers, medical practitioners 
and concerned citizens against 
abortions on January 6 at the Dr. 
LeRoy Carhart abortion clinic at the 
Wildwood Medical Center at 10401 
Old Georgetown Road in North 
Bethesda.

The members of the prayer 
group, some of whom are active in 
the 40 Days for Life Campaign, will 
be back on February 3 and the first 
Sunday of every month to pray by 
the white picket fence outside the 
Wildwood Medical Center in the OLOL pastor Msgr. Filardi (fourth from left) leads a group of parishioners 

praying the Rosary in front of the late-term abortion clinic at Wildwood Center 
in North Bethesda.Continued on page 39

Brookewood lower 
school students took 
three separate tours 
of the Christmas art 
of the great Masters 
at the National 
Gallery of Art on 
Monday, Dec. 3, 2018.  
The first and second 
grade (pictured) kept 
their docent very busy 
answering and asking 
questions all morning 
long.

O n December 3, the thirty-nine 
girls of Brookewood’s lower 
school boarded three vans for 

an early Christmas treat – a docent-
led visit to the West Wing of the 
National Gallery of Art to explore 
the magic and mystery of “The 
Christmas Story” in art.  

Divided into three separate tour 
groups by grades, the students 
primarily studied nativity-themed 
paintings of the Medieval and 
Renaissance collections located on 
the first floor of the gallery, just 
off the Rotunda (itself festive with 
massed poinsettias).  The annun-
ciation also proved to be a popular 
subject for the great masters.

Catherine Seibert, lead docent, 
noted that her office tailors tours for 
specific age groups and frequently 
prepares drawing materials, hand-
outs, etc. in advance. “Tours are 
student-centered and inquiry-based 
rather than lecture-based…which is 
to say that we won’t be giving art 
history lectures!”, she explained.    
The students visited four galleries 
and engaged in activities such as 
careful-looking exercises. Students 
also were encouraged to ask ques-
tions.  

While the Brookewoodtonians 
absorbed the many artistic interpre-
tations of the birth and early life of 
the Christ Child, they themselves 
were leaving quite an impression on 
their learned docents.

In a follow-up email to the visit’s 
coordinator, Margaret Killackey, 
Ms. Seibert said that during the 
docent debriefing after the tour the 
three guides “looked at each other 
and said, ‘Wow!’”   The docent 
of the first and second grade tour 
said it best with her summary: “I 
almost didn’t need to be there!”  
Ms. Seibert went on to write that “it 
may not sound like a compliment 
– but it’s actually the ultimate com-
pliment because it underscores how 
engaged and well-prepared” even 
the youngest of the Brookewood 
students were.

She concluded by expressing her 
wish to see more Brookewood stu-
dents in the months ahead. A wish 
with which the young women of 
Brookewood hardily concur. OPT

Photo by Angelyn Tugado-Marzan 
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16220 Frederick Road #118 
Gaithersburg, MD 20877 

Catholic • Co-educational • Over Night Camp 
for boys and girls ages 6–13 years old

Two week sessions packed with swimming, canoeing, 
horseback riding, speedboat rides, tubing, arts & crafts, 
a variety of team sports, archery, riflery, camp fires, 
stand up paddle boarding, environmental education, 
high & low ropes and a healthy break from technology.  
Campers live in rustic cabins on our waterfront property. 

Camp St. Charles
Catholic Summer Camp and Retreat Facility

Established 1952

301-934-8799
www.campstcharles.org

OPEN HOUSE
Sundays
March 10
April 14

Three Simple Things Novena Prayer

I n early November, St. Elizabeth 
sent 595 letters to the Papal 
Nuncio, Archbishop Christoph 

Pierre, asking for three simple 
things: truth, accountability, and 
transparency in response to the 
Catholic abuse scandals of 2018. 
On December 12, St. Elizabeth 
received a response to the letters 
from Archbishop Pierre. The Papal 
Nuncio’s letter was marked “per-
sonal and confidential,” so it is 
appropriate to summarize its main 
points. The letter was respectful, 
gracious, and explicitly asked the 
Pastor to convey to you Archbishop 
Pierre’s acknowledgment and 
thanks for our letters. He went on 
to make two primary points:

1. Pope Francis shares our con-
cern for the principles of truth, 
accountability, and transparency.

2. These principles must be 

applied not only in the United States 
but also in the universal Church, 
and to this end, Pope Francis has 
called the February 2019 meeting.

This second point reflects 
the Holy See’s consistent mes-
sage about the scandals since the 
November USCCB meeting: wait 
until February.

And so, we wait. However, as rec-
ommended by our Parish Pastoral 
Council at its December 3rd meet-
ing, while we wait we will also pray 
as a parish in a very particular way.

A Novena of Sundays
Starting on the Feast of the Holy 

Family, Sunday, December 30, 
and continuing through Sunday, 
February 24, the last day of the 
worldwide meeting in Rome to 
address the abuse scandals, we will 
conclude our petitions at Masses 
with a prayer for three simple things 
at this meeting: truth, accountabil-
ity, and transparency.

Georgetown Visitation Names Barbara 
Edmondson Eighth Head of School
Dan Kerns to Retire from Role After Three Decades

G eorgetown Visitation has 
announced its next Head of School: 
Barbara McGraw Edmondson. 

Dr. Edmondson is currently the Chief 
Leadership and Program Officer at the 
National Catholic Educational Association 
(NCEA); in that role, she oversees the 
development of a vision for Catholic 
school education in the United States.

“Barbara not only possesses the many 
skills required by this role, but also 
embodies the very traits that we seek to 
imbue in our students and our commu-

nity. She is a woman of faith, vision, and 
purpose,” said Sister Mary Berchmans 
Hannan, President Emerita and Monastery 
Superior as well as a 1948 graduate of 
the high school and 1950 graduate of the 
school’s now closed junior college.

Dr. Edmondson has spent her entire 
career in Catholic education. She earned 
her BA in psychology and an MA in 
educational psychology from Montclair 
State University before attaining her 
PhD in human development at George 

What is a Life Worth?

Remember Mattie

R emember Mattie. 
Born and raised in 
the Maryland suburbs 

of Washington DC, Mattie 
Stepanek became a poet, 
author, peace advocate and 
international celebrity before 
he died in 2004 at the tender 
age of 13.

He lived quite a life.  He 
lived his life.  But Mattie, 
before he was born, was in 
danger, like others diagnosed 

with a disability in the womb. 
What the world would have 

missed if Mattie had never 
been born. What if, having 
been diagnosed in the womb 
with likely medical chal-
lenges expected to end with 
death in infancy, Mattie had 
not been allowed to share his 
gifts?

“Mattie was not an acci-
dent. He was not a mistake. 

Justice and Advocacy Council

New year. New Council members. New budget.
By Anthony Bosnick

T he Justice and Advocacy 
Council (J&A Council) is 
taking some time to devel-

op personal contacts with the new 
Montgomery County Council 
members and with the new County 
Executive. The 2018 general elec-
tion resulted in the election of three 
new at-large Council members 
and a new executive. In the next 
months, we will meet with them 

and introduce ourselves and our 
work to the ones we don’t know. 

Subsidiarity at work.
The work of the J&A Council 

is an example of subsidiarity, one 
of the principles of Catholic social 
teaching. Subsidiarity reflects the 
Catholic understanding that many 
functions of the body politic are 
better understood and solved by 
those people and agencies closer to 

the concern at hand than by those 
higher up and further from them. 

Subsidiarity comes from the 
Latin word subsidium, which means 
“aid’ or “assistance.” It is based 
on the belief that the greater or 
higher powers should defer to the 
lower powers so that people and 
society are not overwhelmed by big 
government, big companies, or big 
banks. It reflects the belief that the 

Continued on page 34

OPT

Barbara Edmondson
Continued on page 34

Former U.S. President Jimmy Carter delivered the 
eulogy at Mattie’s funeral Mass and stated, “We 
have known kings and queens, and we’ve known 
presidents and prime ministers, but the most 
extraordinary person whom I have ever known in 
my life is Mattie Stepanek.”Continued on page 26
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CATHOLIC EDUCATION FOR  
CHILDREN PRE-K THROUGH GRADE 8   

OPEN HOUSE 
 

 Monday, January 29, 2019  9:00—11:00 AM 
Tour Classrooms, Meet Teachers and Parents 

For more information, visit us at dechantal.org  

St. Jane de Chantal

St. Jane de Chantal Parish 
9601 Old Georgetown Road 

Bethesda, MD

Fr. Samuel C. Giese, Pastor 
301-530-1550

St. Jane de Chantal School 
Mrs. Elizabeth Hamilton 

301-530-1221

Susana and Mario Cerritelli,  
OPT Editors

Our 13 th 
Year 

A Time-Honored Tradition of 
Christmas Shopping at  
St. Jane de Chantal School

I n December, the students of St. Jane de Chantal School participated in 
Secret Santa shopping, a time-honored and cherished Christmas event. 
Dressed in PJs, each grade took turns entering the gym, which was 

transformed into a magical winter wonderland full of wonderful gifts. With 
shopping lists in hand, students perused the many beautiful and affordable 
gifts as they shopped for their parents, siblings, friends and loved ones. 
Santa was also on hand to read a story and give out candy canes, while 
parent volunteers served as personal shoppers, wrappers, and cashiers. The 
school day was filled with Christmas excitement for everyone thanks to the 
hard work of the Home and School Association. 

Photo Courtesy of Emily Randazzo

Dressed in pajamas, students from the 
St. Jane de Chantal School took time out 
of their Secret Santa Christmas shop-
ping to pose for a photo with Santa. 

OPT

A Bible Great Adventure at St. Jane de Chantal
by Peter and Kim Williamson

P rophesy of Jesus first 
came through Abraham 
as he spoke to his son, 

“God himself will provide the 
lamb.” This and other truths 
of the Old Testament are being 
re-discovered by Catholics who 
desire a greater understanding 
of a Messiah immersed in the 
Old Testament. Jesus himself 
spoke of the prophets, Isaiah 
longing for God’s kingdom, the 
cry of Jeremiah against injustice 
and Hosea’s anguish over infidelity. He shared 
the joy of Israel when they heard from Ezra, 
the Word of God, lost during decades of forced 
exile and brutality in a foreign land. Every 
Sunday we also hear these readings, but the 
stories can seem lost in history.

To help us rediscover this rich history of our 
Church, three groups of St. Jane Francis de 
Chantal parishioners have started on a ‘Great 

Adventure’ through the bible. The Bible study 
developed by scripture scholar and educator, 
Jeff Cavins, follows the continuous narrative 
story from Creation in Genesis to the establish-
ment of the Christian church in the Acts of the 
Apostles. We celebrated finishing the first section 
of the course with a party of roasted lamb and 
delicacies and will restart in January, continuing 
our pilgrimage of hope through the ages.

Members of the Tuesday night study group gather for another 
inspiring “Bible Great Adventure.”

More St. Jane de Chantal News on Page 34

OPT

Christmas Comes from the Heart 
at St. Jane de Chantal School
On a Monday in December, the lower 
school of St. Jane de Chantal performed 
their annual Christmas Play for the 
students and families of the school. 
Pre-kindergarten through fourth grade 
performed their special parts in the play 
based on the Nativity Christmas story. 
Songs sung by the children reminded us 
all to create peace in the world and live 
out our mission as Catholics. Christmas 
truly comes from the heart! 

Courtesy of Johanna Goetcheus and Catie Skibo
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Dance field trip highlights  
St. Bart’s Spanish curriculum

ANovember field trip to the 
Hispanic Flamenco Ballet 
Ensemble provided St. 

Bartholomew School’s Spanish 
language students with an immer-
sive taste of Latin dances from 
Mexico, South America, and the 
Caribbean. Arranged by Spanish 
teacher Silvana Lazarte, the field 
trip demonstrates the diversity and 
depth of the school’s Spanish cur-
riculum. “It is not just about mas-
tering grammar and vocabulary but 
rather learning new expressions, 
sounds, and ways of seeing things,” 
says Mrs. Lazarte. 

St. Bart’s begins Spanish instruc-
tion in Kindergarten, where stu-
dents learn the basics through 

singing, short educational videos, 
and games. As students develop, 
instruction broadens to include 

   

POOL ❤ STEM CLASSES ❤ ARTS ❤ SPORTS ❤ ADVENTURE CAMPS ❤ AND MORE!

 
Full-day, weekly summer programs 

for boys and girls ages 4-18
June 17-July 26, 2019

9101 Rockville Pike · Bethesda, Maryland
301.657.4322 ext. 5001

St. Bartholomew

St. Bartholomew Parish 
6900 River Road  

Bethesda, MD 20816

Rev. Mark Knestout 
Pastor 

301-229-7933

St. Bartholomew School 
Frank English, Principal 

301-229-5586

Frank Maguire, OPT Editor

202-512-8226

St. Bart’s upper school students dance with the Hispanic Flamenco Ballet 

Continued on page 11

More St. Bartholomew News on Page 34

Christmas is Special at St. Bart’s
At right, the St. Bart’s Choir presents Handel’s 
Messiah before Christmas.

Below, young St. Bart’s parishioners sort 
food items contributed for the needy at 
Christmastime.

Above, St. Bart’s children join farm 
animals and the Children’s Choir on 
Christmas Eve.

At left, St. Bart’s parents and chil-
dren enjoy making wreaths at 
Christmastime.
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The Epiphany of the Lord at Mother Seton Parish
By Rossana Sobalvarro

M other Seton parish celebrates the 
Solemnity of the Epiphany, the rev-
elation that Jesus was the Son of 

God. Epiphany means manifestation. Today 
the Church celebrates the manifestation of 

Mother Seton

Mother Seton Parish 
19951 Fr. Hurley Boulevard 

Germantown, MD

Fr. Lee Fangmeyer, Pastor 
301-924-3838

Brenda Rosado, OPT Editor 
Bulletin@Mothersetonparish.org

 

Cost to Attend:  $25/player 
includes free Bingo dauber if 
registered by Feb. 3rd! ($30/
player for walk-ins on event 
night) Includes door prize raffle, 
regular bingo games, snacks, 
water/soft drinks, dinner, des-
sert! “Specials” Bingo games, 
50-50 Cash Raffles, and “Rips 
&Tips” can also be purchased 
on event night. 

OVER $1000 IN CASH PRIZES!  

Must be 18 or older to attend and no alcohol allowed per  
Montgomery County MD law.      *Snow date: Friday, Feb. 15, 2019  

Reserve Your Seat:  Mail checks made 
out to “KofC #11024” with name, email 
address, seating request in envelope  
addressed to KofC Bingo at Mother Seton 
Parish. Tables for groups of eight reserved 
on “first registered, first served” and “best 
effort” basis. Paid players get email confir-
mation. Net Bingo proceeds shall be 
used by the KofC Council #11024 to 
support Mount St. Mary’s Seminarians. 

Mother Seton Parish Center 
19951 Father Hurley Boulevard 

Germantown, MD 20874 

Come Play & Dine at KofC 

$Cash$ BINGO  
Friday, February 8, 2019*  

Doors Open 5pm, Bingo Starts 7pm 

 

SUMMER DAY CAMP 

CAMP OLYMPIA 
 

Serving the Community For 60 Years  
 

Horseback Riding • Swimming • Gymnastics • Tennis  
Soccer • Basketball • Mountain Biking and more 

CO-ED Instructional 
Sports Program 

June 17 – August 30 
2 Week Minimum 

Ages 3½  – 15 

 
SPRING 
BREAK  
Camp 

 

April 17, 18, 
19, 22 

 

OPEN  
HOUSE 

 

Saturdays @ 3:30 
January 26, 

February 2 and 23 
 

 

 

5511 Muncaster Mill Road • Rockville 
301-926-9281  

www.camp-olympia.com 
DOOR to DOOR Transportation • Extended Day 

Christmas in Emmitsburg
By Dorrette Paulin

P eace in Christ — On Gaudete Sunday, 
members of the youth choir trav-
eled to Emmitsburg for their Annual 

Christmas program for the Retired Sisters 
of Charity. In contrast to the liturgical color 

for the third Sunday of Advent, the children 
donned their Santa hats and red scarves to 
reflect the upcoming Christmas season. On 
arrival, the children distributed the gifts from 
the Giving Tree to the Sisters and Katelyn 
Folmer, who was also our flutist opened 

Presentation of Quilt of Valor 
for Walter Cronin
By Dorrette Paulin

F or many years, the 
Quilting Angels of 
Mother Seton Parish 

labored quietly in the 
Parish Center piecing and 
stitching Quilts of Valor 
for veterans. The MSP 
Quilting Angels have 
awarded over 1,200 quilts 
since joining the Quilts of 
Valor Foundation in 2005, 
a Foundation founded 
in 2003 by a “blue Star” 
mother, Catherine Roberts 
whose son was deployed 
in Iraq. The impetus for 
the quilts was to promote 
healing, comfort and hope 
for the troops, and more 

Continued on page 11

Continued on page 11

Continued on page 11

A shepherd with a camel of one of the Magi
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St. Martin’s Plans Catholic 
Schools Week Day of Giving
By Anne Gemunder

D uring Catholic Schools Week, St. 
Martin’s School in Gaithersburg 
looks forward to a whirlwind of activ-

ities.  Since 1974, this nation-wide annual 
week of events is a celebration of educa-
tion, faith, and service, which are traditional 
trademarks of Catholic schools.

This year we are again participating in the 
National Catholic Education Association’s, 
Many Gifts, One Nation: A Day of Giving 
on Tuesday, January 29.  This event is 
a 24-hour giving campaign, encouraging 
those who have benefitted from Catholic 
education, to donate to a local Catholic 
school.  For over ninety years, St. Martin’s 
has offered academic excellence rooted in 
Catholic tradition.  Through participation 
challenges, matching gifts, and the involve-
ment of our generous school community, 
we hope to raise money that will benefit the 
school’s greatest needs.

Each day, during Catholic Schools Week, 
we will honor different contributors to our 
school community.  The week will include 
a school-wide Math assembly, an Open 
House, a service project, and other activities 
for students, families, faculty, and parishio-
ners.  Through these events, we focus on the 
value Catholic education provides to young 
people and its contributions to the church 
and the community. 

Crusaders Celebrate Catholic Schools 
Week with Whirlwind of Activities
• January 26 – Celebrating Families: 5:30 

pm Kick-off at Saturday School Mass

• January 27 – Celebrating our Parish: At 
all Masses

• January 28 – Celebrating Vocations: Math 
Assembly, School Mass, Lenten Food 
Drive

• January 29 – Celebrating our Community: 
Open House and Tour from 9:00-1:00 pm, 
24- Hour Day of Giving begins at 
noon

• January 30 – Celebrating our Students: 
Wacky Dress Day, Student Bingo

• January 31 – Celebrating our Parents- 
Special Treats, Volleyball Game

• February 1 – Celebrating Faculty and 
Staff: Spirit Day, Living Rosary, Tuition 
Raffle

St. Martin of Tours

St. Martin of Tours Parish 
201 South Frederick Ave. 

Gaithersburg, MD

Fr. David Wells,  
Parish Administrator 

301-990-3203

St. Martin School 
Stephen Lamont. Principal 

301-990-2441

Catherine Cooksey,  
Parish Editor  
240-477-8706 

www.smsmd.org

OPT

St. Martin Parish’s New Administrator
By Emily Moldiz

W hen the phone call came from the 
Archdiocese, little did Father Dave 
Wells know that he would be moving 

to his fifth parish in eight years.
“I thought ‘Wow,’ not expecting this,” said 

Father Wells, the new parish administrator 
at St. Martin of Tours. “St. Martin’s is a big 
parish with so many ministries and it’s a big 
responsibility.”

Father Wells was called after Father Richard 
Gancayco needed to take medical leave in 
December.  St. Martin’s is Father Well’s first 
parish serving as a Parish Administer where 
he has all the same responsibilities and duties 
as a pastor.

Although jumping into a new parish mid-
year and learning all the administrative duties 
of a large parish is challenging, Father is very 
excited to serve the Spanish, English and 
French communities and facilitate the unity of 
the parish.  He is also looking forward to work-
ing with the school and meeting the students.

“I love being around the school that I hope 
to be involved and engaged in,” said Father 
Wells.  “The school adds a whole dimension of 
life and vitality.”

As a young priest he has a heart for the youth 
and young adults of the parish.  He hopes he 
can reach out to them and show them Christ 
primarily through the sacraments and preach-
ing the Gospel.  St. Martin’s has already given 
him opportunities with the school and the 
youth.  In the first month alone Father was busy 
not only with the Advent and Christmas litur-
gies but he also had three days of hearing First 
Confessions, preaching at the Posadas, and 
visiting with families who come to the pantry.

Father Wells, who is the 6th of 8 children, 
first felt the call to the vocation of priesthood 
when he was in his Junior Year of high school 
at DeMatha. This was around the same time his 
uncle, Monsignor Wells, was tragically killed.  
In his senior year at University of Maryland, he 
knew God was calling him to be a priest. With 
the guidance of Father Bill Byrne and Bishop 
Dorsenville, Father Wells entered the seminary 
at Mount St. Mary’s in Emmitsburg, Maryland 
in 2004. He was ordained on June 19, 2010, on 
the same day he was baptized.

Previously, Father Wells served at Immaculate 
Heart of Mary in Lexington Park, MD; 
Immaculate Conception in Mechanicsville, 
MD; St. John Neumann in Gaithersburg; and 
St. Raphael’s, in Rockville.

OPT

St. Martin’s School
At left, Seventh-grade students confer with 
their teacher, Mrs. Morelli, during class.  

Below eighth graders prepare for their week-
ly newscast on the Crusader News Station.

Photo courtesy of St. Martin’s School.

Photo courtesy of St. Martin’s School.

Photo courtesy of St. Martin’s School.

Photo courtesy of St. Martin’s School.

Above, a second grader from St. 
Martin’s School celebrates after 
receiving the sacrament of rec-
onciliation. 

Below, Third graders enjoy a story read 
by their teacher, Mrs. Maldonado. 
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The Woods CyberPatriot Teams Compete 
in the State Round

T he Woods Academy is one of 
only 15 schools in the state 
of Maryland that sponsors a 

CyberPatriot Team in the Middle 
School Division. “CyberPatriot 
is the National Youth Cyber 
Education Program created by 
the Air Force Association (AFA) 
to inspire K-12 students toward 

careers in cybersecu-
rity or other science, 
technology, engineer-
ing, and mathematics 
(STEM) disciplines 
critical to our nation’s 
future.”  These teams 
prepare for the 
National Youth Cyber 
Defense Competition 
during which the 
students are tasked 
with finding cyber-
security vulnerabilities 
and strengthening the 
systems while main-
taining service in the given virtual networks.

Last year was the inaugural 
year for The Woods Academy 
CyberPatriot team. The Woods is 
proud to sponsor two teams during 
the 2018-2019 school year. Both 
teams have competed at the region-
al and state level this school year 
and Director of Technology Mr. 
Smith, the coach of both teams, pre-
dicts that at least one of the teams 
will place in the top five in the state.

At The Woods Academy, tech-
nology is an important part of a 
student’s academic pursuits. The 
Woods sees opportunities like the 
National Youth Cyber Education 
Program as a way to enhance and 
extend learning. 

The Woods Academy Receives 
another Ten-Year Accreditation

I n December, Head of School 
Joe Powers received notice that 
the Association of Independent 

Maryland and DC Schools (AIMS) 
Board of Trustees voted unanimous-
ly to accredit The Woods Academy 
for another ten-year period. This 
was the final piece of a nearly two-
year long process. The accreditation 
process includes three parts: a com-
prehensive and inclusive written 
self-study by the school; a three-
day in-depth visit by a team of 
outside peer educators who provide 
a written report to the school; and 
a school Action Plan that replies to 
the recommendations made by the 
visiting team.

According to the Association, 
“Accreditation by AIMS signifies a 
school’s compliance with associa-
tion standards and its commitment to 
continuously strengthen educational 
programs and teaching – all for the 

benefit of students, who are not only 
at the heart of each school’s mission 
and community, but also central to 
AIMS accreditation.”

The Woods Academy Montessori 
Preschool is also a fully accredited 
member of American Montessori 
Society (AMS). AMS accreditation 
is a designation that a program 
meets a well-defined standard of 
excellence. The Woods is one of 
only eight schools in the state of 
Maryland with this designation. 

The Woods Academy

Pool &
Water Play Environmental Education Mindfulness Hikes

Chesapeake 
Bay

Field Trips Moon BounceArtworksYoga

CONTACT US!  SUMMER@ONENESSFAMILY.ORG  –  (301) 652-7751

DAY-CAMPS
PEACE WEAVERS (Ages 3½  -6 ½  years old)
• Unique weekly themes with related arts, play and projects
• Water-play and trips
• Fun-fitness games, creative movement and yoga
• In-house entertainment and off-campus field trips

EARTH KEEPERS (Rising 1st-Rising 5th+ graders)
• Daily outdoor excursions to wilderness areas of MD, VA and D.C.
• Interactive exhibits at nature centers and museums
• Exploring with fossils, animal tracks, fishing nets and bird-calls
• Swimming and climbing time

SUMMER PROGRAMS
CAMP 2018 DATES: 

JUNE 24-AUGUST 2
LEARN MORE & REGISTER!

www.OnenessFamily 
MontessoriSchool.org

REGISTRATION
Begins January 25

Early-Bird Ends March 1

The Woods Academy 
6801 Greentree Road 
Bethesda, MD 20817 

301-365-3080

Head of School 
Joseph E. Powers

OPT Editor 
Jodie Shoemaker 

Director of Marketing, 
Communications, & Alumni 

Relations 
www.woodsacademy.org

Woods Student Artwork Featured 
on Cover of Potomac Almanac

C ongratulations to 
Luis Barrenechea 
Arana (6) whose 

artwork was featured 
on the cover of the 
Children’s and Teen’s 
2018 issue of Potomac 
Almanac, December 26- 
January 1. Artwork from 
13 other Woods students 
is also published on page 
10 of the issue.

The Woods Sister School
Since 2012, The Woods fam-

ily – students, teachers, adminis-
trators, and parents – has joined 
hands with the Nyumbani Village 
community in Kitui, Kenya. This 
bond between the communities has 
included three Woods teachers and 
two Woods students visiting Kenya, 
several visitors from Kenya com-
ing to The Woods, and an on-going 
Sister School Exchange Program 
between The Woods Academy 
and Hotcourses Primary located at 
Nyumbani Village as well as many 
gifts and donations flowing back 
and forth.

Justus Mwaka Musia from 
Hotcourses Primary visited all 
classes at The Woods in early 
December. He joined the Montessori 
Preschool students for PE, greeted 
students in the hallways, and taught 
lessons in some of the classes he 
visited. He focused on teaching 
about Kenyan Culture and the lives 
of our Sister School students at 
Hotcourses Primary in Nyumbani 
Village. This was his fourth visit to 
The Woods and students of all ages 
adore him!

In early November, the fourth-
grade teachers Mrs. Megan Mullally 
and Ms. Nancy Talbot, both of 
whom have visited Nyumbani, 
issued a challenge to their students! 
Their goal was to collect enough 
backpacks for an entire grade of 
students at our sister school so that 
the students would have new bags 
for the new school year that begins 
in January. They started by collect-
ing money to buy backpacks. Then, 

every student wrote a letter sharing 
information and asking questions of 
their new Kenyan rafikis (friends). 
Then they stuffed letters into the 
backpacks. Additionally, students 
sent a paperback book in each back-
pack. They were glad to help them 
get ready for their new school year. 
“It just takes ONE” to make a dif-
ference in the life of a child! In this 
case, that means 60 backpacks!

To continue in the spirit of giv-
ing, the fourth grade had a present 
wrapping party at the beginning 
of December. They dedicated the 
efforts of the party to help others 
who are less fortunate. The children 
were engaged in a clothing col-
lection for the kids at Nyumbani. 
Each student brought t-shirts and 
underwear. The students wrapped 
the items with great care and Justus 

delivered each present to an orphan 
at Nyumbani Children’s Home.

Our Montessori preschool stu-
dents as well as the students in 
grades one, two, and three partici-
pated in the season of giving for our 
friends in Nyumbani as well. They 
prepared even more backpacks 
and collected various school sup-
plies for the students at Hotcourses 
Primary.

Head of School Joe Powers 
remarks, “…our two communi-
ties benefit from this partnership. 
Thank you to all, Woods teachers 
and our friends at Nyumbani and 
Hotcourses, for making this work 
so well for all the kids.”

To learn more about our partners 
in Kenya visit www.nyumbani.org.

OPT

Above, Luis Barrenechea Arana

At left, Luis Barrenechea 
Arana’s artwork

OPT

The fourth-grade students and teachers were happy to spend time wrapping so 
many gifts for the orphans at Nyumbani Children’s Home in Kitui, Kenya.

OPT

Seventh-grader Daniel Gaul consults with his team-
mate during the CyberPatriot Regional Competition 
in December.

OPT
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Joyful Christmas 
Eve Children’s 
Mass at Holy Cross

T he children of Holy Cross 
School and Parish joyfully 
collaborated to celebrate 

the birth of Jesus at the 4:00 pm 
Christmas Eve mass. Under the 
direction of Mrs. Yvie Killian, 
children in Kindergarten through 
Eighth Grade, beautifully por-
trayed the Nativity scene while the 
Children’s Choir lifted their voices 
in song. Additionally, Mrs. Killian 
was assisted by several recent Holy 
Cross School alumni including 
Caroline Killian, Maddie Zalewski 
and Katie Zalewski. 

Mrs. Killian stated, “I love being 
a part of the Children’s Pageant 
Mass. I love that the children have 
the opportunity to experience the 
Christmas story first-hand, either 
through participating in the pag-
eant or as part of the congregation. 

Holy Cross

Holy Cross Parish 
4900 Strathmore Avenue,  

Garrett Park, MD

Fr. Robert Buchmeier, Pastor  
301-942-1020

Holy Cross School 
Lisa Maio Kane, Principal  

301-949-0053

Lurana Hogan, Parish Editor 
l.hogan@hcross.org

I am a thinker, an athlete, an artist.

C O - E D  S U M M E R  E N R I C H M E N T
G R A D E S  7  –  8

High School Placement Test Prep (HSPT) Course

June 17 - 21

G I R L S  S U M M E R  S P O R T S  C A M P S
G R A D E S  1  —  12

Basketball, Cross Country, Field Hockey, Lacrosse, 
Softball, Volleyball

June - August

C O - E D  S U M M E R  S T O C K  P E R F O R M I N G  A R T S
G R A D E S  6  –  11

Classes in: Musical Theatre Dance, Musical Theatre Singing, 
Improvisation, Filmmaking, Acting

June 17 - 28

Final Performance: Mary Poppins Jr. 
Friday, June 28 • 7:00 pm

All-Girls, Grades • 9-12 
301-942-2100 
4920 Strathmore Ave. 
Kensington MD

S U M M E R  AT  H O LY  C R O S S

For more informationvisitw w w . A c A d e m y O f T h e h O ly c r O s s . O r g / s u m m e r

MARY POPPINS JR.
A Musical based on the stories of P.L. Travers and the Walt Disney Film

MARY POPPINS JR. is presented through special arrangement with Music Theatre 
International (MTI). All authorized performance materials are also supplied by MTI.

www.MTIshows.com

St. Nicholas Visits Kindergarten!
On December 6, Kindergarten was delighted to have a special visit from St. Nicholas and members of the German Club 
from Georgetown Preparatory School! The visit to Kindergarten was especially apropos as it marked the feast day of 
St. Nicholas who is the patron saint of children. Additionally, the German Club requested to visit Kindergarten since its 
name has roots in the German language.
The Kindergarten students were attentive to the German Club’s presentation about the history of St. Nicholas. The chil-
dren asked questions and shared what they have learned about this special saint in class. In keeping with tradition, the 
Kindergarteners were asked to place one shoe in the hallway while the German Club sang several lively songs in German! 
The children were delighted to return to their shoes that had been filled with treats by St. Nicholas and his team from the 
German Club! Kindergarten truly appreciated this special outreach by Georgetown Preparatory School and their German 
Club. It was a great learning experience and great fun! 

Holy Cross School and Parish 
Children Portray the Nativity Scene.

Kindergartener Connor Mathews Is 
Excited to Portray a Sheep in the 
Christmas Eve Pageant Mass!

Continued on page 11
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St. Bernadette Parish 
70 University Blvd., East 

Silver Spring, MD

Rev. Msgr. K. Bartholomew Smith 
Pastor 

301-593-0357

St. Bernadette School 
Mr. Ted Ewanciw, Principal 

301-593-5611

Kate Doyle Rodgers,  
OPT Editor  

301-593-5611

St. Bernadette School Grades K-8 

  Catholic Schools Week  

OPEN HOUSES
Sunday, January 27 

 10:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m.
Wednesday, January 30  

9:30–11:00 a.m. & 1:00–2:30 p.m.

Contact Kate Rodgers at 301-593- 5611 x135  
with questions or to schedule a future tour.

80 University Blvd East, Silver Spring, MD 20901  |  www.SaintBernadetteSchool.org

 » 71 years of proven history, experience and community.
 » Academic rigor delivered in a faith-filled environment
 » “STEM for All” initiative
 » A unique House system and social outreach program  
called Greater Love.

 » Conveniently located right off of the beltway  
at Routes193 and 29

 » A variety of tuition assistance resources available.

Above, SBS Student Council Director of Publicity, Sophie Zanger, shares that in December, the SBS 
Grade Eight students worked together to clean out the St. Bernadette Mary Garden that leads to our 
front entrance of the school. They then planted bulbs in preparation for the spring. Pictured here, 
Will Weisgerber, Jordan Chamberlain and Anna Miller. 

Below, congratulations to Sage Dennis, Grade Eight, on winning the St. Bernadette School Geography 
Bee! Pictured here with SBS Grade Five Teacher and Geography Bee Chair Virginia Cooper and SBS 
principal Ted Ewanciw. 

The St. Bernadette 
Sodality of the 
Blessed Virgin 
Mary gathered for 
a delicious brunch 
to celebrate 
the Feast of the 
Epiphany.  Guests 
included our par-
ish priests, Msgr. 
K. Bartholomew 
Smith and Fr. 
Emanuel Magro, 
as well as the St. 
Bernadette School 
principal, Ted 
Ewanciw and our 
parish DRE Neil 
Sloan. 

St. Bernadette celebrates at the 2018 Catholic Business Network dinner with Karen Horvath-Wulf, 
second from the left, nominated as St. Bernadette’s Volunteer of the Year and with Jim Weisgerber, 
first on the right, winner of CBN 2018 Business Partner of the Year. Karen and Jim are pictured here 
with their spouses and St. Bernadette School Principal Ted Ewanciw. 

Photo: Margaret Mary Flynn. 
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The Gift
Education

of

ARCHDIOCESE OF 
WASHINGTON

Catholic schools instill a life-long 
love of learning in a safe and  
faith-filled environment.

Take the first step by visiting an 
open house near you. Learn more 
at adwcatholicschools.org

Community

the program with the Prepare Ye 
The Way of the Lord accompa-
nied by the choir. The sacred part 
of the program progressed with 
the poetic readings of the Nativity 
interspersed with Christmas car-
ols. This year’s readers included 
third-grader Allyson who narrated 
loudly and clearly and two of the 
older children– Andrew and Lillian. 
Sophia and Conrad sang the verses 
of Peace in Christ, with Pasquale 
on his guitar, and the choir joined in 
the chorus: “He gives us hope when 
hope is gone, He gives us strength 
when we can’t go on, He gives us 
shelter in the storms of life, When 
there’s no peace on earth, there is 
peace in Christ.”

This was truly the best perfor-
mance since the program’s incep-
tion. The Sisters were elated and the 
children made their parents, grand-
parents, friends and the Sodalits 
proud. Again, this year, Santa Claus 
stopped by for a visit to the delight 
of the Sisters and the younger chil-
dren. We conclude the program 
with the Sisters’ favorite carol, 
Rudolph, The Red-Nosed Reindeer 
with the witty parts; Rudolph’s nose 
shining like a lightbulb and glows 
like a flashlight. Everyone enjoyed 
the holiday treats that included hot 
chocolate with marshmallows for 
the children. We wished everyone a 
Merry Christmas and the Sodalists 
promised to return in February to 
play Bingo with the Sisters.

EMMITSBURG 
Con’t from page 6

OPT

than ever, Ms. Roberts’ resolve con-
tinues 15 years later.

On December 26, 2018, Walter 
Cronin was honored with such a 
Quilt presented by MSP Quilters 
Sharon Brzostowski and Cindy 
Sadula. Walter Cronin, a former 
Mother Seton parishioner, World 
War II and Korean War Veteran 
is now a resident, at the Armed 
Forces Retirement Home in 

Washington, DC. Together his 
daughter, Kathy, Father Lou, mem-
bers of the Seton Seniors, and other 
friends, traveled to Washington for 
the event. Walter was surprised at 
the gathering and presentation and 
was pleased to receive his Quilt of 
Valor. A friend also sent him a vest 
with the Korean insignia to match 
the hat that he wore to daily Mass. 
We hope that Walter’s Quilt will 
brighten his days, keep him warm 
and remind him of the love, respect 
and honor that the veterans deserve. 

QUILT 
Con’t from page 6

OPT

our Lord to the whole world; after 
being made known to the shepherds 
of Bethlehem. He is revealed to the 
magi who have come from the far 
east to adore Him. 

The magi being the first fruits 
of the Gentiles; they lead in their 
way all the peoples of the earth to 
Jesus and thus the Epiphany is an 
affirmation of the universal salva-
tion. This feast is the fulfillment of 
all the purposes of Advent and not 
only marks the liturgical crown of 
the Advent-Christmas but also illu-
minates the mysteries of the season.

And on Friday, January 4, our 
parish, celebrated this important 
feast in a remarkable way, in a beau-
tiful event, prepared by the commu-
nities of the Neocatechumenal Way 
of our parish.

Children and adults awaited in 
the Parish Center, in a room totally 
transformed with royal elegance 
worthy of the special visit of the 
Three Kings. While they were wait-
ing, the kids learned songs enthu-
siastically and participated in a 
catechetical dialogue that helped 
them to await with eagerness this 
special visit. They prepared a letter 
to entrust it to the Kings to give 
it to baby Jesus where they did 
not just ask for material gifts, but 
for much bigger things such as: 
health of a family member, being 
a better sibling, better relationships 
with their parents, reconciliation 
in the marriage of their parents, or 

help in school. The Kings came in 
their camels and made their royal 
entrance while the children were 
singing, and they walked directly 
to the Nativity where they fell pros-
trate and worshipped the king of 
Kings, presenting Jesus gifts of 
Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh.

They remained in the par-
ish Center for a little bit as they 
recounted their story, the children 
asked them questions and then, they 
continued their way to Bethlehem.

After they had departed, the chil-
dren had dinner. As they finished 
their meal, they collected a little 
gift the kings brought for them 
and went home very happy. We 
thank the Neocatechumenal Way 
for organizing this event. Also, we 
thank our Pastor Fr. Lee for his help 
and collaboration. 

EPIPHANY 
Con’t from page 6

The three wise men, Gaspar, 
Balthasar, and Melchior, came to 
honor the infant Jesus.

OPT

awareness of Hispanic culture. 
“Every year all grades are assigned 
a project that focuses on one aspect 
of culture,” says Mrs. Lazarte. 
“For the Seventh-grade class, this 
involves researching popular danc-
es in Latin American countries, and 
giving an informational presenta-
tion along with a dance demonstra-
tion.” Elements of Catholicism are 

also woven into Spanish instruc-
tion, and the school begins each day 
saying the Lord’s Prayer in Spanish. 
By eighth grade, students can read 
and understand short novels, write 
essays, and hold a basic conversa-
tion in Spanish. Lazarte adds, “One 
of the greatest joys of my job is not 
only watching students grow aca-
demically and personally, but also 
having former students visit me to 
tell me their success, achievements, 
and love for Spanish.” 

CURRICULUM 
Con’t from page 5

OPT

Santa, the tree and presents are 
important, but I love how this Mass 
instills memories of Christmas that 
are rooted in the story of Jesus’ 
birth.” Maegan Mathews, an Eighth 
Grader at Holy Cross School stated, 

“It’s a holiday tradition that makes 
the celebration of Jesus’ birth per-
sonal to me because of my partici-
pation in the Mass.” 

The Christmas Eve Children’s 
Pageant Mass is truly a special tra-
dition at Holy Cross. Many thanks 
to Mrs. Killian, the children and 
the many volunteers that helped to 
make this Mass so special! 

MASS 
Con’t from page 9

OPT
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St. Anselm’s Abbey School.

Grades 6-12 | 40-Acre D.C. Campus | www.saintanselms.org

Campus Tour by Appointment: www. saintanselms.org/admissions

Where a rigorous curriculum keeps students challenged and engaged. 

Where a warm community encourages every boy to be himself.    

Where dozens of sports, arts, and clubs give rise to confident leaders.  

Where a strong Benedictine tradition grounds values and inspires faith.

Where Bright Boys Become
Exceptional Men. 

 

Celebrating
Catholic Schools 

Week 
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St. Mary’s Parish 
520 Veirs Mill Road Rockville, MD

Msgr. Robert Amey, Pastor 
301-424-5550

St. Mary’s School 
Mrs. Debby Eisel, Principal 

301-762-4179
Mrs. Debby Eisel, Parish Editor 

301-762-4179

St. Mary - Rockville

St Mary’s Debate Club
by Caleb and Daniella

O n November 27, 2018, we interviewed Ms. 
Crosby, one of the co-moderators of the 
Debate Club. At lunch we met with her and 

asked some questions about Debate Club. Debate 
Club was started by a group of 7th grade girls. Mr. 
Curley and Ms. Crosby are the leaders. It is open 
to students from 6-8th grade and it is on Thursdays 
from 3-4 p.m., here at St. Mary’s. 

Debating is a good skill to have. A debate is an 

argument in which people are persuaded to choose 
one side over another. Some topics they have 
debated were about junk food and homework. 
The kids sometimes are given the opportunity to 
choose the topics. Ms. Crosby loves to debate. She 
has done it before in Model UN and Moch trial. 
She loves to see the kids debate because it helps 
arguments become stronger. It helps logical think-
ing and speaking skills. As she says, debating is 
like a “fun and challenging game.” 

Join us for the St. Mary’s Multicultural 
Festival 

The St. Mary’s Multicultural Festival is 
returning on February 2 immediately follow-
ing the 5 pm Mass. Join us to share the many 
cultures of our parish and school community. 
The event will feature a children’s parade, arts 
and crafts, food, country displays and fam-
ily entertainment from around the world. Our 
Festival celebrates our diverse community as 
we share our global experiences and food with 
each other. OPT

Greg Cannon Food Drive 
by Luke 

C an you imagine what two million cans 
of food looks like? That is how many 
cans the Greg Gannon Canned Food 

Drive has collected since the 1980’s for those 

in need. It was discovered that food pantries 
were often low after the Thanksgiving holi-
day. That was when the Greg Cannon Food 
Drive was established. St. Mary’s School has 
participated for the last several years. This 

Two Sides of the Coin” Which is 
Better – Giving or Receiving?
by Lia

P lace the stockings by the fireplace, 
decorate the tree, arrange your nativ-
ity set, prepare your milk and cookies. 

Christmas is coming! This is a great time 
we spend with our family and friends to 

remember the most important gift, Jesus, and 
receive many presents! I know many people 
(including myself) make a Christmas wish 
list that contains what presents we would 
like to be given, and I know that when you 

The Greg Gannon Canned Food Drive holds a special place in the heart of St. Mary’s School.  St. 
Mary’s students proudly pose wearing our “Cans of Hope” t-shirts after Deacon Nalls came to kick 
off our efforts for the drive.

Continued on page 26

Continued on page 26

St. Mary’s Debate 
Club, inspired by 
several seventh-
grade students, 
offers students in 
Grades 6 through 
8 an opportunity 
to learn the art of 
public speaking and 
debate. The club 
meets weekly with 
Mr. Curley and Ms. 
Crosby. 

OPT

More St. Mary - Rockville  
News on Page 29
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Follow the Yellow Brick Road to The Stage at HTC, 850 Balls Hill Road, McLean, VA 22101 
THE WIZARD OF OZ By L. Frank Baum • With Music and Lyrics by Harold Arlen and E. Y. Harburg •  Background Music by Herbert Stothart • Dance and Vocal Arrangements by Peter Howard 

Orchestration by Larry Wilcox •  Adapted by John Kane for the Royal Shakespeare Company  
Based upon the Classic Motion Picture owned byTurner Entertainment Co. and distributed in all media by Warner Bros.

The Wizard 
of Oz

UPPER SCHOOL MUSICAL PRODUCTION

February 22 at 7:30 pm 
February 23 at 11:00 am & 7:30 pm 

PURCHASE TICKETS 
bit.ly/OSWizardofOz

Our Lady of Mercy

Our Lady of Mercy Parish 
9200 Kentsdale Drive 

Potomac, MD

Fr. William Byrne, Pastor 
301-365-1415

Our Lady of Mercy School 
Ms. Deborah Thomas, Principal 

301-365-4477

Gerry Burgess, OPT Editor  
301-330-5676

OPEN HOUSE
January 31, 2019

8:30 am – 10:30 am
Pre-K3 thru Grade 8

Advanced curriculum w Small group instruction w STEM

Two-time National Blue Ribbon School award winner!

Applications are now being accepted 
for the 2019-20 school year.  

For more information please contact the school:  301-365-4477 or 
visit our website:  www.schoololom.org

More Our Lady of Mercy News on Page 30

School Open House 

O n Thursday, January 31, from 8:30-10:30 we will 
host our second Open House event of the school 
year. Members of the Mercy Student Council will 

be assisting our parent tour guides, providing personal 
tours of our school. 

OPT

The Musicians of Mercy Great 
Masterworks Concert

T hrough the years, Our Lady of Mercy 
music lovers have been fortunate to have 
the opportunity to attend many wonder-

ful concerts in the church.  The Musicians of 
Mercy Concert on Sunday February 10, at 2 
PM will be the tenth annual concert in the 
series.  The program will feature the many 
and varied talents of the musical staff of Our 

Lady of Mercy, in a program of Symphonic 
Masterworks.  Among the works performed 
will be music of Villa Lobos, Rachmaninoff, 
and Vierne.  A freewill offering will be col-
lected for a Mercy charity.  Those who enjoy 
live classical music will find the concert to be 
a highlight of a winter afternoon. 

OPT

Catholic Schools Week Program

M ercy students and staff have a won-
derful program of activities planned 
for 2018 Catholic Schools Week:

Sunday - Mercy students will lead the 
Masses at 11:00 am and 5:00 pm. School staff 
will serve coffee and donuts to parishioners 
following the morning masses.

Monday is Student Day – a special assem-
bly and classroom ice cream parties

Tuesday is Spirit Day- Mercy students 
will participate in a service project led by the 
Student Council to collect care packages for 

the homeless. Special team spirit events will 
be held in the gym.

Wednesday is Parent Day – the school 
Mass will focus on parents and students 
will write notes thanking their parents for a 
Catholic education.

Thursday is our school-wide Open House.
Friday is Teacher Appreciation Day - our 

MPTO will provide a delicious breakfast for 
the faculty and staff; students get to dress like 
teachers.

OPT

Mercy Nursery Now Open!

B eginning on January 3, the new 
Mercy Nursery welcomed our 
youngest Pride members! The 

nursery, a Parish-organized co-op pro-
gram, will provide much needed sup-
port to Mercy staff, allowing them to be 
near their children with the added help 
of shared childcare costs. The school 
benefits significantly from an on-site 
nursery as it helps us retain our highly 
talented teachers and professional staff 
members.

Mercy’s Pastor, Father Bill Byrne, 
spearheaded the nursery project as a 
ministry of the church, recognizing the 
positive impact it will have on the entire 
Mercy community. In his own words: 
“We love babies. We love teachers. This 
way we get them both.” 

Mercy’s new nursery opened today with a special 
blessing by Father Bill Byrne

OPT

Mercy NJHS Welcomes First Members

O n Wednesday, December 5, 
three Mercy eighth-grade 
students were inducted into 

the Mercy chapter of the National 
Junior Honor Society. Charlie Gill, 
Locke Sullivan, and Grant Ward 
are the first members of the newly 
formed Mercy chapter of the NJHS. 
The National Junior Honor Society 
is the nation’s premier organization 
established to recognize outstand-
ing middle school students. 

More than just an honor roll, 
NJHS serves to honor those students who 
have demonstrated excellence in the areas 
of scholarship, service, leadership, character, 
and citizenship. The formation of the Mercy 

chapter is a valuable extension of our school 
mission and supports our Middle School 
leadership training and rigorous academic 
program. 

Congratulations to the newest members of the Mercy NJHS.

OPT
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Trust the NALLS with your real estate needs from 
Start to Finish.

Tom Nalls, REALTOR®

301-237-5170, O:  301-340-8700
Georgetown Preparatory School, Class of 1978

Joseph Nalls
Loan Officer

301-529-8611
Gonzaga College High School 
Class of 1983

John Nalls, Attorney at Law

202-686-0100 
Gonzaga College High School, Class of 1982

Find Your Home with...

Get Your Money with...

Settle Your Home with...

St. Raphael

St. Raphael Parish 
St. Raphael School

1513 Dunster Road 
Rockville, MD

Rev. Michael Salah, Pastor
Teri Dwyer, Principal

MJ Zafis-Garcia,  
OPT Editor

301-762-2143 

www.straphaels.org 
www.straphaelschoolmd.org

Facebook, Twitter, Instagram: 
@SRSrockville

Learn. 
Serve. 
Lead. 
Succeed.

Empowering leaders 
to serve with faith, 

intellect, and confi dence.

www.stoneridgeschool.org

Stone Ridge celebrates 
Catholic Schools Week

Sing We Now of Christmas 
By Nina Cardillo

T he annual Christmas Program at St. 
Raphael School celebrated Jesus, the 
reason for the season, through songs 

and performances by each of the classes and 
culminated in the Nativity story sweetly re-
enacted by kindergarten. This year’s program 
included a thoughtful rendition of “Mary 
Did You Know” by the seventh grade and 
the lively chiming of “Carol of the Bells” 
by the fifth grade. Eighth-graders in colorful 
Hawaiian shirts brought sunshine to the stage 

in their performance of “Mele Kalikimaka 
(Hawaiian Christmas Song),” and third-grad-
ers sang a festive “Mi Burrito Sabanero” in 
Spanish. The fourth grade charmed the audi-
ence with their version of the classic “Old 
Toy Trains,” and the whole school joined in 
the finale “Happy Birthday, Baby Jesus!” Our 
preschoolers also delighted audiences by tell-
ing—and especially singing—the story of the 
birth of Baby Jesus. All of the performances 
reminded us of the joy of the Christmas sea-
son, the blessing of being together, and the 
gift of a Savior.

More St. Raphael News on Page 31

Making Spirits Bright through 
Service and Outreach 

F or the 23rd year, St. Raphael’s hosted about 85 
guests from two Washington, D.C., centers run by 
the Missionaries of Charity. Our guests attended 

Mass, celebrated by Fr. Tom Morrow, along with Mrs. 
Roche’s fourth-grade class. Afterward, SRS seventh- 
and eighth-graders and other volunteers, including St. 
Raphael Sodality and the Knights of Columbus, served a 
traditional, Christmas-inspired meal to our visitors, who 
joyfully participated in a piano sing-along and enjoyed 
a performance by St. Raphael Nursery School 4-Plus 
students. Before leaving, our guests were given a rain 
poncho and bag of personal toiletries, a handmade scarf 
(knitted/crocheted by St. Raphael’s Labor of Love vol-
unteers), as well as a bag of candy as a treat. This special 
event is one that we at St. Raphael’s and the residents 
of the Missionaries of Charity houses look forward to 
every year.

In partnership with Catholic Charities’ sixth annual 
Coats of Many Colors Drive, St. Raphael School and 
Nursery School collected new and gently used winter 
coats, scarves, hats, and gloves. At the school, SRS 
students wrote notes or prayers that were tucked into 
the pockets of every coat as a small token of love and 
encouragement. St. Raphael’s is proud to collaborate in 
this archdiocese-wide collection to help those in need, and 
grateful for all the generous donations and support! 

OPT

At left, St. Raphael Nursery School students joyfully 
tell the story of the birth of Baby Jesus. 

Below,  Grades K-8 express the spirit of the season 
at St. Raphael School’s annual Christmas program.

Photo by Malu Rios

Photo by Susan Rushbrook

Photo by MJ Zafis-Garcia / St. Raphael School

Above, St. Raphael School middle-
schoolers help feed the hungry at the 
annual Mother Teresa Luncheon. 

At right, The students-vs.-staff basket-
ball matchup is the highlight of Spirit 
Day at St. Raphael School. 

Photo by MJ Zafis-Garcia / St. Raphael School

OPT
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STEM Elementary 
Curriculum in Action
S TEM is an acronym for sci-

ence, technology, engineer-
ing, and mathematics. The 

goal of STEM education is to 
encourage student interest in STEM 
subjects at an early age to benefit 
them when they enter the job mar-
ket, and in turn this should benefit 
the economy. St. Peter’s curriculum 
has followed STEM curriculum 
including the elementary school 
since 2014-15. In January 2019, our 
fourth and fifth grade students were 
challenged with a STEM project to 
Build an Igloo and Make a Robotic 
Arm, respectively.

The fourth-grade assignment 
was to build an igloo using given 

materials and restrictions. Prior to 
building the igloo, they researched 

St. Peter

St. Peter’s Church 
2900 Sandy Spring Road 

Olney, MD

Rev. Thomas Kalita, Pastor 
301-924-3774

St. Peter’s School 
Mary Elizabeth Whelan, 

Principal 
301-774-9112

Sheila Pfeifer, Parish Editor 
301-570-5551 

www.stpetersolney.org

College Preparatory School 
Where Boys Thrive in Grades K-12

join us for our 
spring open houses

The Avalon School admits students of any race, color, national origin, and ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, 
programs, and activities generally accorded or made available to students at the school. It doesn’t discriminate on 
the basis of race, color, national origin, and ethnic origin in administration of its educational policies, admission 
policies, scholarship and loan programs, and athletic and other school-administered programs.

11811 Claridge Rd., Wheaton, MD 20902
www.avalonschools.org       301-963-8022

Contact: jacevedo@avalonschools.org 

Tuesday, March 26
Thursday, March 28

Sign up for either Open House here:
WWW.AVALONSCHOOLS.ORG/SPRINGOPENHOUSE.HTML

•

Brookewood School admits students of any race, color, national origin, and ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, programs, and 
activities generally accorded or made available to students at the school. It doesn’t discriminate on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, and ethnic origin in administration of its educational policies, admission policies, scholarship and loan programs, and 
athletic and other school-administered programs.

join us for 
take-a-tour tuesdays

sign up for your tour today
www.brookewood.org/take-a-tour-tuesdays.html

contact: hwilliams@brookewood.org
10401 armory ave., kensington, md     301-949-7997

college preparatory school in kensington, md
where girls flourish in grades 1-12

•

Annual Gala was Hot

O ver 175 people attended the 
13th Annual “Hot Havana 
Nights” Gala Dinner and 

Auction on November 17, in sup-
port of St. Peter’s School, which 
provides excellent education for 
students PK-8. The gala and auction 
grossed over $100,000 and raised 
more than $70,000 through ticket 
sales, sponsorships and auction 
item sales, making it the school’s 
most successful fundraising event 
each year. The proceeds from this 
years’ gala will be used to enhance 
the security at the school.

The live and silent auctions 
which raised over $20,000 incor-
porated vacation rentals, sports 
tickets, social experiences, designer 
goods and the annual favorite of 
“Principal for a Day” and the cov-
eted reserved parking spot. “The 
Family Fun at Great Wolf Lodge 
was popular and sold for more than 
anticipated during our live auction.” 
explains Marsha Riggio, the Gala 
Chair for St. Peter’s. “Our attendees 
were excited to have the My Big 
Fat Greek Islands Party featured 

Dancing with the Star Students -  
A St. Peter’s Tradition

O n Friday December 14, 
the 18th Annual Ballroom 
Dance competition was 

held for the seventh and eighth-
grade students at St. Peter’s 
School. A tradition that started 
in the 2000-2001 school year has 
been a favorite of both students 
and parents since its inception. 
This competition is the culmina-
tion of fall dance lessons where 
the students get to show off what 
they have learned. Each year for 
the past 18 years the seventh 
and eighth-grade students have 

St. Peter’s Students successfully picking up a cup of water in the STEM Robotic 
Hand Challenge

Continued on page 39

Principal, Elizabeth Whelan with the winners of swing dance competition 
at the St. Peter’s 18th Annual Ballroom Dance

Continued on page 39

The “Hot” scene was set for St. Peter’s 
13th Annual “Hot Havana Nights” Gala

Continued on page 39
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Parish Breakfast Tradition Ushers 
in the Christmas Season
by Colleen Zarzecki

S t. John the Evangelist in 
Silver Spring hosted its 
annual Breakfast with Santa 

(BWS) on December 1, 2018.  As 
always, BWS was eagerly antici-
pated by the entire parish com-
munity as the official start to the 
Christmas season.  Now a tradition 
of more than 25 years, BWS brings 
together generations of families as 
well as parishioners from many 
different groups within the parish.  
For example, long-time parishio-
ner Peg Daly brought her now-
adult children to meet Santa Claus 

St. John the Evangelist

St. John the  
Evangelist Parish 
10103 Georgia Ave. 
Silver Spring, MD 
301-681-7663

Rev. Joseph Calis, Pastor

St. John the Evangelist School 
Mrs. Margaret Durney,  

Principal 
301-681-7656

Monica M. Bradford, OPT Editor 
bradfords2@comcast.net

 

    10201 Woodland Drive 
Silver Spring, MD 20902 

www.sjte.org 
(301) 681 7656 

St. John the Evangelist School 

OPEN HOUSE 

11:30 – 2:00 PM 

Elizabeth Seton High SchoolCelebrates
Catholic Schools Week

Why we’re SETON SETON
“When people ask me why I’m so passionate about women in engineering 
or why I am unafraid of being a woman in a male-dominated � eld, it’s 
because of my experience at Seton. Going to a diverse school with a 
multitude of opportunities really enabled me to � nd my passion.” 

Lily Granzow, Class of 2017, Alumna

“The environment is 
nurturing, the standards 
are high and they get 
results. I love that we have 
so many accomplished 
members of our Alumnae.”

Dewanna Knight, 
grandparent

Visit us in person or online to see why you’ll be SETON SETON.
5715 Emerson Street
Bladensburg, MD
301.864.4532
admissions@setonhs.org
www.setonhs.org

“Seton has allowed me to use 
my strengths in the classroom 
and on the field. I have made 
a life long connection with my 
peers and love working with 
the many unique people here. I truly 
love coming to school every day.” 

Caroline Ross, Class of 2012, freshman

An Artistic Start to Advent
On Sunday, Dec. 2, 2018, St. John’s held its 5th annual Advent Wreath work-
shop. Hosted by the SJE Liturgical Arts Committee, the workshop welcomed 
groups of friends and families who created 24 unique wreathes using greens, 
pinecones, holly and other natural decorations to complement the purple and 
pink Advent candles. This event grows in popularity each year, as the tradition 
of the Advent wreath warms the homes and hearts of our parish families. 

The Nation’s Capital Extends Our Students’ Classroom
We are so fortunate to live in the Washington, DC area where our students can 
witness history, past and present, in our own back yard.  St. John the Evangelist’s 
eighth graders visited the National Museum of American History and the National 
Archives to obtain additional information for their projects on wars of the mod-
ern era.  They were able to better understand the United States involvement in 
global wars and the aftermath of those conflicts. Then is early December, the 
eighth graders made a trip to Washington to pay their respects to President 
George H.W. Bush as he lay in state in the U.S. Capitol Rotunda.  As they passed 
his flag-draped coffin, they were witnesses to our country’s respect for our past 
president and his contributions to America.  The students signed the condo-
lence book, which will become a part of President Bush’s presidential library.  
Afterward, a local news station asked the students about Mr. Bush’s legacy.  One 
of our students replied, “It just goes to show how much you can help the world.”  

Continued on page 18

Eighth-grade confirmation class students take a break from providing exem-
plary table service to BWS guests. 

More St. John the 
Evangelist News on Page 18
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St. John  
the Baptist Parish 

12319 New Hampshire Ave. 
Silver Spring, MD

Rev. Y. David Brault,  
Pastor 

301-622-1122

Brian Blomquist,  
Principal 

301-622-3076

The Book of Exodus

W hy are journeys so important? How do we 
develop by living through a desert experience? 
Are these themes as important to us as they 

were and are to our Jewish brothers and sisters? How 
do we celebrate? You are invited to reflect on these 
questions and your faith journey with members of the 
Bible Study classes while ‘walking’ through the Book 
of Exodus. Classes begin on February 14 and continue 
for 8 weeks. The same course material is offered in the 
morning and evening, 9:30-11:30 a.m. or 7:30-9:30 p.m. 

If you would like to join other adults exploring this 
very important book of the Old Testament or to learn 
more, please contact Alicia Urban: urban261@gmail.
com or 301-879-4368. OPT

Faith Formation Ministry
L.J. Milone, Director, 301-622-1122

adultdre@sjbssparish.org

Meditation Group 
Tuesdays, 7:30–8:30pm, in Chapel

Join us for a 20-minute period of silent prayer followed by a short reflection given 
by L.J. Milone. All are welcome to attend whether or not they have experienced medi-
tation. Come to the waters of quiet and let the mystery of God in Jesus refresh you.

Communing with God: The Catholic Way of Life 
Sundays, 10:30-11:30am, in the School Library

While the children are in their classes on Sunday mornings, parents and other 
adults are welcome to attend a spiritually enriching class on the Catholic faith. The 
class is both an introduction to and a deepening of the Catholic way of living faith 
in our world. 

Please contact L.J. Milone, Director of Faith Formation, ljmilone@sjbssparish.org, 
301-622-1122, with questions.

SJB School News

E very year a week is set aside to cel-
ebrate Catholic education. The week 
is observed with special Masses, Open 

Houses, and numerous other activities for 
students, parents, families, and parishioners.

Catholic Schools Week begins on Sunday, 
January 27, and runs through Saturday, 
February 2. 

At SJB, we focus on the value Catholic 
education provides and our teachers 
embrace the opportunity to share the gift 
of faith. “Learn Serve Lead Succeed” is the 
theme for the week and sharing in the work 
of Jesus is what we try to do every day. 

Whether it be making holiday cards for the 
Veterans at Walter Reed, donating gifts to 
Mary’s House through our Shower for Baby 
Jesus, or preparing sandwiches for Martha’s 
Table, the SJB community looks for ways to 
reach out and spread the good news. 

Please consider joining us for one of 
the events during Catholic Schools Week 
or even volunteering in the school. The 
rewards are immeasurable! If interested in 
volunteering or if you have further ques-
tions, please call the School Office, 301 
622-3076. 

Best Wishes to 10:30 a.m. Band 
Pianist, Diane Pettit

T he 10:30 Band would like to offer 
a very hearty “thank you” to Diane 
Pettit, our pianist. Diane has been 

playing piano with the “band” for 31 years! 
Recently, she and her husband Dave moved 
to Carroll County to be closer to their kids 
and grandkids. We really appreciate all the 
time and talent you’ve unstintingly given us 
Diane! Please stop by to thank Diane and 
wish her the best.

While Diane has been continuing to play 
on a temporary basis, the 10:30 Band is in 
need a new pianist. The group rehearses on 
Wednesday evenings and before Mass. (The 
10:30 Band plays on the first two Sundays of 
the month.) If you are interested in sharing 
your talent with a fun, vibrant group please 
contact Lynne Wagner at lynne.m.wagner@
gmail.com or at 443-492-9331. 

OPT

OPT

us to access email, Peapod, dog walkers, 
personal trainers, house cleaners and decora-
tors all provide us with more time to do the 
important things in life, right?  Wrong. The 
preoccupation with the “easier” and “more 
convenient” life robs parents and children 
of those experiences, those moments and 
hours that are spent together working on 
something – those experiences that teach 
children skills and help them develop quali-
ties that will allow them to become produc-
tive, capable adults.  

If we never wait in line - ordering ahead, 
printing out boarding passes, game tickets 
and reserving parking spaces we will find 
that our children are incapable of standing 
in the line for the water fountain or patiently 
waiting their turn for anything.  When we 
are willing to cook together and clean the 
house together, we are teaching our children 
important skills and giving them the oppor-
tunity to accomplish something – to begin 
to become an expert cookie baker or leaf 
raker.  The exchanges you and I have when 
we go to the library or the dry cleaners, and 
those quick conversations with checkers at 
the grocery store – they all serve as lessons 
for our kids.  Children learn by watching and 
listening to us.  They learn how to treat peo-
ple with whom they do not have a personal 
relationship.  They see that we are cordial 
and respectful, but we are not best friends.  
Is there anything that teaches patience and 
gives children the excruciating and exciting 
feeling of anticipation like a trip to the toy 
department in the months before Christmas?  
Amazon steals those moments from all of 
us.

I understand that busy parents can argue 
they’ve done all that and they deserve an 
easier life.  One could argue that it’s silly 
to waste a whole day cleaning the house 
and cooking with our kids when we could 
be doing other things.  What other things – 
playing video games, sending emails, perus-
ing Pinterest?

Deciding to get carryout on Friday night 

is a great decision, especially if it means 
that everyone sits around the table eating 
pizza and catching up.  It’s a choice to make 
use of a convenience that will allow us to do 
something important. I wonder though, does 
our culture of convenience distort our think-
ing when we have to make the really impor-
tant choices?  Do we give up a Catholic 
education for our kids because it’s so much 
more convenient to have them walk three 
blocks to the public school?  Do we decide 
that spending our money on a home office 
makes more sense than paying Catholic 
school tuition?  How about those pesky 
Sunday Masses?  If there’s a great spin class 
on Sunday mornings, and my kids go to 
Mass with their classmates and teachers on 
Fridays, do they really need to go again on 
Sunday?  Have we moved from simplifying 
our lives to something else? 

There is no doubt - parenting is hard stuff.  
Parents can choose to embrace the daily 
challenges of parenting - knowing that it’s 
not always fun to take three kids to the gro-
cery store, that Johnny won’t get the floor as 
clean as a cleaning lady might, or that it can 
be crazy trying to get everybody up and out 
a little earlier in the morning.  Parents can 
communicate to their children that doing the 
small, sometimes hard, sometimes mundane 
things is important preparation for the time 
when real challenges come along.  Learning 
how to sweep the floor, how to fix a bowl of 
cereal, how to move a little more quickly so 
no one will be late to school – these are the 
small victories we steal from our children 
when our focus is on making our lives and 
their lives easier.

Struggle is still good for us.  It is still a 
great feeling to work hard at something, 
complete the task, and learn the skill. If we 
mow down every obstacle, everything that 
doesn’t earn money, things that takes “too 
much” time, or things that don’t provide us 
with instantaneous reward, we shortchange 
ourselves and our children.  Letting the 
search for convenience become a prior-
ity, letting it direct our decisions now will 
ultimately result in lost life lessons for our 
children.  

CONVENIENCE 
Con’t from page 1

OPT
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when they were small; these days, 
Peg’s daughter brings her own pre-
schoolers to meet the merry old elf.  
Parishioners Catherine Simone and 
Rebecca Desrocher remember hear-
ing about, if not attending, BWS 
when they were children; nowa-
days, both make it a yearly tradition 
for their families.  

The chair of 2018’s Breakfast 
with Santa, Kathleen Ortner, did 
a fantastic job by marshalling the 
talents of a diverse group of volun-
teers who made sure the event went 
off without a hitch.  For example, 
volunteers set up the registration 
website, decorated the dining room, 
solicited raffle donations, and pro-

vided man- and woman-power on 
BWS morning.  In addition to reg-
istrations, the online site allowed 
attendees to purchase digital and 
physical copies of pictures with 
Santa which were taken during 
BWS.  Additionally, attendees 
could use the website to buy raffle 

tickets for the many prizes on offer 
this year.  These included an Apple 
iPad, a Kindle e-Reader, a Family 
Game Night package, a Fitbit and 
Family Sports and Fitness pack-
age, a Color Me Mine “claydate”, 
a Ski-day package at Liberty 
Mountain, passes to ZavaZone, a 
Princess Awesome dress, a birth-
day party at Kicks Karate, a base-
ball autographed by Adam Eaton 
of the Washington Nationals, a 
gift card from Silver Spring’s TTT 
restaurant, and a custom wooden 
Maryland flag handmade by an 
SJE parishioner.  Additionally, each 
class from St. John the Evangelist 
school donated its own raffle basket 
– each themed basket showcased 
the creativity and inventiveness of 
SJE parents.  Whether the theme 
was a cozy wine party, a family 
game night, a Christmas decoration 
basket containing cards and décor 
handmade by an SJE mom, or a 
Vera Bradley extravaganza, these 
baskets were a huge hit and made 
winning families very happy.  

There were three hundred attend-
ees at the two seatings of Breakfast 
with Santa.  Members of the 
Rosensteel Council of the Knights 
of Columbus did all the cooking 
and provided a delicious menu of 
pancakes, waffles, scrambled eggs, 
sausages, and homestyle potatoes.  
Coffee, tea, milk, orange juice, and 
hot chocolate rounded out the offer-
ings.  Table service was provided by 
the 8th grade confirmation students 
from the parish Religious Education 
program and their peers from St. 
John the Evangelist School.  Other 
volunteers helped decorate and set 
up in preparation or helped guests 
check in.  

The highlight of Breakfast with 
Santa, of course, was the arrival of 
St. Nick himself in complete Santa 
Claus regalia.  Children hushed 
with wonder as sleigh bells her-
alded his arrival.  Smiles, laughter, 
and excitement were the order of 
the day as families lined up to have 
their pictures taken with Santa and 
to slip their letters to Santa into 
the special mail box that was set 
up.  Parishioner Chris Newkumet 
donated his time and photographic 
skills to make sure that each family 
had a beautiful keepsake.   

After a whirlwind four hours, 
both seatings of Breakfast with 
Santa were over.  Parents and chil-
dren returned home with smiles on 
their faces and dreams of sugar-
plums dancing in their heads.  BWS 
volunteers breathed a sigh of satis-
faction at a job well done as they 
heard Santa’s sleigh bells fade into 
the distance until next year.  

St. John the Evangelist

BREAKFAST 
Con’t from page 16

Caption for: 1bwssrdoreen-cropped.jpg
Everybody’s favorite elf, Sr. Doreen Willis, I.H.M., 
blessed everyone with her cheerful smile and made 
sure things ran smoothly. 

Caption for: 1bwssantachair.jpg
The Auditorium stage awaits the arrival of Santa and 
children eager to whisper the name of the special toy 
they hope to find under the tree on Christmas morning.

Members of 
the Rosensteel 
Council of 
the Knights 
of Columbus 
cooked a won-
derful break-
fast. 

Student Participation Makes First Friday Masses Special
SJE School has a wonderful tradition of allowing the students to take an active 
role in liturgies.  Students, along with their parents, look forward to the month 
when their class will be responsible for the First Friday liturgy. The first First 
Friday mass of 2019 was assigned to the seventh grade and the students did a 
great job with the music and readings. They helped everyone to continue the 
Christmas season by celebrating an early Epiphany.  

OPT
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Eighth-Grade Students Celebrate Last Year 
at Mary of Nazareth on NYC Trip 

M ary of Nazareth’s gradu-
ating class of 2019 had 
a wonderful time on the 

school’s annual 8th grade trip to 
New York City. Each year, follow-
ing the High School Placement Test 
(HSPT), our eighth-grade students 
depart for a special visit to some of 
New York’s most iconic places. The 
trip began with a tour of the 9/11 
Museum and Ground Zero, which 
students found moving. Next, they 
got a chance to explore Madame 
Tussauds wax museum, posing with 
many of their favorite celebrities. 
The day was rounded out with a 
night tour on the top of Rockefeller 
Center, featuring incredible views 
across the city. The next day, before 
heading home, students enjoyed 
seeing Christmas Spectacular show 
at Radio City Music Hall. 

The final part of the trip was 

Mary of Nazareth

Mary of Nazareth  
Roman Catholic School 

14131 Seneca Road, Darnestown, 
Maryland 20874

Principal: Mr. Michael J. Friel

Assistant Principal:  
Mrs. Rosemary Adams 

301-869-0940 (tel)  
301-869-0942 (fax)

Mary of Nazareth  
OPT Editor: William Antonetti,  
wantonetti@maryofnazareth.org

Website:  
www.maryofnazareth.org
Affiliated with the following parishes:

Mother Seton, Germantown; St. John 
Neumann, Gaithersburg; St. Mary’s Shrine, 
Barnesville; St. Rose of Lima, Gaithersburg; 

St. Paul, Damascus; Our Lady of the 
Presentation, Poolesville; Our Lady of the 

Visitation, Darnestown.

Breakfast with St. Nick is a Mary of 
Nazareth tradition and family favorite

M ary of Nazareth’s Home 
and School Association 
welcomed families again 

this year for its annual Breakfast 

with St. Nick celebration. The 
theme of this year’s event was 
Santa’s Workshop, featuring a 
variety of handcrafted decorations 

that reflect the magical sentiment 
of the Christmas season. The entire 
school building was transformed 

Students Brighten the Holiday Season 
with Community Service  

M ary of Nazareth Catholic School’s mission is to 
prepare students for lives of service to God and 
neighbor. By providing classroom instruction 

and volunteer opportunities, Mary of Nazareth’s Social 
Concerns Program raises students’ awareness of the 
plight of the poor and encourages students to fulfill their 

responsibility to help those in need. Students have abun-
dant opportunities to serve their communities through 
extracurricular clubs and activities. This Christmas sea-
son, our students and families worked to bring joy to their 
neighbors through several service projects including:

Continued on page 35

MON Class of 2019 pictured in St. Patrick’s Cathedral during the school’s 
annual NYC trip.

Continued on page 35

Handcrafted decorations filled the school’s hallways.
Students enjoyed presenting their 
Christmas wish lists to Santa

Continued on page 35
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When your home needs improvement 
I CAN HELP.

I am Dan Gannon, and my company is

Gannon 
Construction & 

Improvements, Inc.
• Like you, I own a home and know that something always  

needs to be done. 
• I own a company that values its clients. 
• We have been helping your neighbors with their needs and  

would like to help you with yours.
• We take care of windows, roofing, siding, kitchens, and other projects.
• You are invited to look at our jobs in your neighborhood.
• Hope to hear from you.

Call me at 301-455-8626 for a FREE estimate
Gannon Construction & Improvements, Inc.

 Licensed, bonded and insured by the Maryland Home Improvement Commission (MHIC#66333).
All labor is guaranteed for a minimum of one year and in most cases two to five years.

541 W. Montgomery Ave., Rockville, MD 20850

St. Elizabeth

St. Elizabeth Parish 
917 Montrose Road 

Rockville, MD

Msgr. J. Wilfrid Parent 
Pastor 

301-881-1380

St. Elizabeth School Principal 
Vincent P. Spadoni 

301-881-1824

Gerry Moore,  
OPT Editor  

202-887-6475

Challenging Academic  
Curriculum

French and Spanish
Integrated Technology Program

Variety of Extracurricular &  
Athletic Programs

Structured Before &  
After Care Program

Music, Art, P.E. & Computer

www.stelizabethschoolmd.org
917 Montrose Road • Rockville, MD 20852

301-881-1824

Saint Elizabeth School 
Preschool–8th Grade Blue Ribbon School

Rich in Faith, Scholarship,  
Service and Tradition

O P E N  H O U S E S 
January 17 February 21 March 21

9:00 – 11:00 AM It pays to  
advertise in 

Our Parish Times

Classes with outstanding participation in our Annual Fund were awarded StEsStrong sunglasses.

Members of the St. Elizabeth band entertained the school with a Christmas con-
cert before break.

Our Kindergarten students wrote letters to Santa Claus and mailed them in our 
special mailbox, headed straight for the North Pole.

Members of our Student Council decorated our annual Christmas tree with 
Ornaments from families past and present!

The St. Elizabeth 
library was 
transformed 
into a magical 
Santa’s work-
shop where stu-
dents shopped 
for friends and 
family.
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Catholic School Pride
By Anthony Sahadi

“T he heartbeat of the Catholic 
Church is Catholic Schools,” said 
Cardinal John Henry Newman.

The pulse at Our Lady of Lourdes 
Catholic School is beating with Catholic 
School Pride.

Our Lady of Lourdes was named a 
National Blue Ribbon School during the 
2014-2015 Catholic School Year. Lourdes 
was recognized with this prestigious award 
from the United States Department of 
Education because of our overall teaching 
and learning performance. Today, we con-
tinue to be a Blue Ribbon School.

Some may believe that cold numbers and 
tests and high achieving students make a 
school Blue Ribbon. The administration, 
teachers, faculty, students, and parents prove 
this myth to be false. Lourdes is a Blue 
Ribbon School because of our commitment 
to kindness, diversity, inclusion, learning, 
and teaching. 

Our Lady of Lourdes is unique. We give 
all children access to curriculum, support 
all students, have high expectations for 
everyone, and believe that there are gifts and 
accomplishments within all children. When 
one observes our students, you will see 
patience, all students being treated equally 
as a child of God, and students overcoming 
difficulties with the support and encourage-
ment of their classmates and teachers. We 
are the best Catholic School to prepare 
children for life and the diversity that our 
children will be blessed with.

Our students, teachers, and school con-
sistently model respect for all human life. A 
Lourdes education empowers our students to 
learn in an inclusive environment. This calls 

our students to look past our differences 
and address each person’s talents, gifts, 
strengths, and weaknesses. Friendships are 
built, relationships are formed, and there 
is increased achievement for all students. 
Inclusion and diversity help students to 

Our Lady of Lourdes

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish 
7500 Pearl Street 

Bethesda, MD

Msgr. Edward Filardi,  
Pastor 

301-654-1287

Ms. Amy Moore 
Principal 

301-654-5376

 

 

The Wonder of the Nativity
By Deidre Walsh

I n early November Fr. Rafael Barbieri 
enlisted the help of friends, Fr. Alberto 
Biondi of St. Catherine Laboure parish 

and Fr. Agustín Lopez, of St. Matthew’s 
Cathedral, and began creating a beautiful 
Nativity scene which would grace the new 
parish meeting room during the Christmas 
season. The detailed project took countless 
hours to build and once completed, revealed 
a true love of the Christmas season and the 
Holy Family. It offered a more intimate and 
quiet space, separate from the larger Church, 
where visitors could reflect on the journey 
of our Blessed Mother and St. Joseph to 
Bethlehem in preparation of the birth of 
Jesus, followed by the wise men and shep-
herds who travelled great distances to meet 
the newborn King.

The men started the endeavor by cutting 
styrofoam cubes to build the landscape. They 
used spray insulation foam to create the 
rocky underlay. Paint and sand added a more 
realistic effect and moss, berries, and small 
stones finished the terrain. Next came the 
most difficult and possibly most frustrating 
step; building the stream which would run 
down the hillside. The sound of the flow-
ing water, with bridges for crossing, lent to 
the tranquility of the room. A multitude of 
animals, including camels, sheep, cows and 
birds were scattered throughout the land-
scape, and the wise men and shepherds were 
shown approaching the Holy Family while 
being guided by the brilliant star. The three 
builders/artists left no detail to the imagina-
tion and even included poinsettias and lights.

Our Lady of Lourdes parishioners could 
be found after Mass or throughout the day 

peacefully contemplating the birth of our 
Lord. Children were mesmerized by the 
realistic effects of the scenery. The Pre-
Kindergarten class had endless questions for 
Fr. Barbieri about the materials, building pro-
cess and meaning of various figurines. The 
dedication and care that went into their work 
is a testament of the priests’ faith and brings 
the true meaning of the Christmas season 
to light. It gave us a vision upon which one 
could meditate and lose the distractions of 
the busy day while preparing our hearts and 
minds for this great gift of our Lord.

At the conclusion of the Christmas season, 
the nativity scene will be dismantled in large 
pieces and stored away for easier assembly 
next Christmas. Its display is a tradition 
which we hope continues for many years to 
come. We are blessed to have Fr. Rafael at 
Our Lady of Lourdes and grateful to him for 
sharing this gift with us.

More Our Lady of Lourdes  
News on Page 3

The Most Wonderful Time of the Year
By Bridget Launi

C hristmas preparations were 
in full gear during the 
month of December at Our 

Lady of Lourdes school. Students 
gleefully wore Christmas themed 
socks throughout the month; they 
celebrated St. Nicholas Day, joy-
fully sang Christmas carols in 
preparation for their Christmas 
Concert, and of course, held class-
room parties to ring in the season.

As exciting as these prepara-
tions were, as a Catholic School, 
the students of Lourdes are aware 
that the true meaning of Christmas 
is not found in all of this merry-
making. Rather, it is a time to celebrate the 
birth of Jesus, and through His birth, the 
coming of God among us. To celebrate this 
good news, students at Lourdes organized 
various collections during this Advent sea-
son to help bring aid to struggling families 

in our community.
Organized by our eighth graders, the 

first collection assisted families staying 
at The Children’s Inn at NIH. Each class, 
from Little Group to Grade 8, was asked 
to donate different items to help stock 

the “Gingerbread Gift Shop”, 
an annual pop-up shop that The 
Children’s Inn sets up each year 
for families to shop, at no cost, for 
holiday gifts. In addition to stu-
dents donating items, eighth grad-
ers organized a Candy Shoppe 
Sale that raised over $600.00 for 
gift cards and additional gift pur-
chases. On December 14, Santa’s 
sled, in the form of our Vice 
Principal’s truck, made the trip 
to The Children’s Inn to deliver a 
truckload of gifts.

The giving continued with 

The pride of our parish, Our Lady of Lourdes 
Catholic School.

Continued on page 29

Beautifully crafted Nativity Scene adorns the 
new parish meeting room at Our Lady of 
Lourdes church.

OPT

Ho, Ho, Ho. 8th grade students prepare truck for 
delivery to The Children’s Inn at NIH.

Eighth graders sort through gifts as they pour in. Continued on page 26
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Navigating Your Finances God’s Way
Bringing Financial Acumen to Small Group Participants 
By Melissa Montealegre Egan

W ith the average American 
household carrying $8,284 
in debt, learning how to 

better manage one’s finances seems 
to be a positive investment for any-
one willing to do the work. At St. 
Francis of Assisi Church, parish 
leaders are trying out a financial cur-
riculum with Catholic underpinnings 
that it hopes will assist participants in 
getting their financial lives in order 
and help them find a small group 
community that will provide friend-
ship and support.  

Coming off the heels of a 90-min-
ute Food and Finance seminar that 
introduced participants to financial 
concepts and best practices, the four 
small groups -- three for English 
speakers and one for Spanish speak-
ers – with over 50 participants got 
underway the first week of January. 
The curriculum they are using, 
Navigating Your Finances God’s Way 
by Compass Catholic Ministries, 

aims to inspire participants with 
developing a new attitude toward 
money –one focused on God, instead 
of acquisition of material goods. 

Deacon Dan Finn, who spear-
headed the offering of the financial 
curriculum at St. Francis, said the 
parish had been hoping to offer a 
financial course to parishioners – and 
particularly, young adults – for some 
time. The vision for the program is 
three-fold: through participation in 
the small group, parishioners will 
make new friends; through the bible 
study, participants will learn God’s 
way for managing finances includ-
ing dealing with credit card debt and 
retirement planning; and a byproduct 
of the bible study will be  to improve 
stewardship to the church. 

“If [people] understand that every-
thing we have in this world is God’s, 
then they’ll be more effective in 
managing their finances God’s way 
including giving to the church,” 
Deacon Finn said. 

Of the 58 people who attended one 
of the Food and Finance seminars, 
about a third signed up for one of 
the four Navigating Your Finances 
God’s Way small groups. After the 
Dec. 6 Food and Finance seminar, 
St. Francis parishioner Fe DeCastro, 
a retired nurse, said she attended 
because she wanted to know what to 
do with her current assets. “It is good 
[to offer], especially for the young 
people,” she said. 

Deacon Finn expressed surprise 
that so many retirees did attend the 
Food and Finance seminars. He said 
people of retirement age have asked 
him specifically for ways to mini-
mize expenses, including how to 
determine the best credit cards for 
consumers and the best cell phone 
plans.  Efforts are underway to 
address this issue.

As the initial round of small 
groups continues to meet, Fr. John 
Dillon said he hopes people find 
ways to help address the debt levels 
many carry. “I hope that those who 
participated in one of the Food and 
Finance seminars and then moved on 
to Navigating Your Finances God’s 
Way will find the assistance they 
need with their financial situation,” 
he said. 

St. Francis of Assisi

St. Francis  
of Assisi Parish 

6701 Muncaster Mill Road 
Derwood, MD

Rev. John J. Dillon,Pastor 
301-840-1407

Melissa M. Egan, OPT Editor  
301-972-4844 

melissa.egan74@verizon.net

After 25 Years, Parish Christmas 
Tree Sale Brings Out Best in 
Volunteers, Parishioners 
By Melissa Montealegre Egan 

Twenty-five years after St. 
Francis of Assisi parish-
ioners first kicked off the 

annual Christmas Tree Sale, the 
beloved fundraiser has flour-
ished as a testament to effec-
tive ministry leaders supporting 
one another, the importance of 
loyal and dedicated volunteers in 
a ministry’s success and joyful 
work producing the best kind of 
church fellowship.  

Founded in 1993 or 1994 by 

male members of a Bible study 
group, the Christmas Tree Sale 
started as a simple fundraiser 
to support the then-20-year-old 
church led at the time by Rev. 
Donald Worch. Traditionally 
starting the Saturday after 
Thanksgiving in the front yard 
of the church, the Christmas 
Tree Sale typically lasts for three 
weeks until mid-December, 
when parishioners can expect 
to see men and women warming 
themselves around a barrel fire, 

10900 ROCKVILLE PIKE  |  NORTH BETHESDA, MD 20852   |  301-493-5000  |  WWW.GPREP.ORG

GEORGETOWN PREP CELEBRATES 
CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK

Georgetown Prep, an independent, Jesuit college-preparatory 
school for young men in grades 9-12, is part of a rich tradition of 
Catholic education in America since 1634 and is the oldest Jesuit 
secondary school in the country. Prep’s 90-acre campus features 
state-of-the-art academic, athletic and student centers, small 
classes and a rigorous curriculum that has helped graduates earn 
admission to the world’s best colleges and universities.

MIND

BODY

SPIRIT

Forming men for 
others since 1789

Sophia Saeed with Primerica Advisors 
leads the Food and Finance seminar 
held Nov. 30, 2018, at the St. Francis 
of Assisi Parish Center. 

OPT

Volunteers with the St. Francis of Assisi Christmas Tree Sale pose with 
the 400 Christmas trees that were sold during the 2018 holiday season. 
Former Ministry Coordinator Wayne Burnside stands second from the left 
on the front row, while current Ministry Coordinator Brian Pettit stands 
on the far right on the front row. 

Continued on page 29
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Holy Redeemer School Career Day
NASA Engineer Will Speak on Faith and Career 
By Ann Enkiri

H oly Redeemer School will 
welcome Joan Ervin, NASA 
Instrument Systems Engineer, 

as the keynote speaker for Career 
Day on Monday, January 28th.  This 
event, held annually, is one of the 
highlights of Catholic Schools Week.  
Joan will be traveling from the NASA 
Jet Propulsion Laboratory at the 
California Institute of Technology 
in Pasadena, CA.  A woman of faith 
and science, Joan will share with 
her middle school audience that her 
Catholic faith plays “a vital, while 
sometimes subtle, role in helping her 
follow her dreams, discover her pas-
sions, and become the woman God 
dreams her to be.”  

As an elementary school student, Joan 
was always asking for the latest Lego kit or 
working with neighborhood kids to build 
and launch an Estes rocket. Joan’s God-
given curiosity, interests, and gifts led her 
to the University of Michigan and a career 
as an aerospace engineer. 

Most recently, Joan was the Instrument 
Deployment Systems Engineer on the 
InSight Mission. InSight landed on Mars 
on November 26th, 2018. The Instrument 
Deployment System is currently operating 
and completing deployment of all instru-
ments onto the Martian surface. Currently, 

Joan is working on the PIXL (Planetary 
Investigation for X-Ray Lithochemiistry) 
Instrument which is 1 of 7 science instru-
ments on the Mars 2020 Rover. As an 
instrument systems engineer, Joan inter-
faces with many different experts ensuring 
that the various sub-elements of the design 
work together, are tested and characterized 
properly, and meet the intent of the science 
investigation.

Joan is an active member of Holy Family 
Catholic Church in South Pasadena, 
California, where she is helping facilitate 
a school of servant leadership for church 
leaders to develop and hone their skills as 
beloved disciples of Christ.  Through her 
parish participation and her professional 
accomplishments, Joan embodies for our 
students the themes of Catholic Schools 
Week:  Learn; Serve; Lead; Succeed.  Holy 
Redeemer School is thankful to the Liotta 
family for sharing their own “Aunt Joan” 
as this year’s Career Day Keynote Speaker.

Holy Redeemer

Holy Redeemer Parish 
9705 Summit Avenue 

Kensington, MD

Rev. Mark Hughes, Pastor 
301-942-2333

Holy Redeemer School 
Mrs. Colleen Ryan, Principal 

301-942-3701

Holy Redeemer Dedicates a Memorial  
in Honor of the Life of Mr. Liekweg
By Mrs. Cristina Morris

L ooking for a way to 
honor the memory of 
beloved colleague, 

Joseph Liekweg, who passed 
away in 2017, faculty at Holy 
Redeemer came up with the 
idea of a statue of St. Joseph. 
Faculty and students raised 
funds for the statue from con-
tributions to Faculty Dress-
down Mondays, HR’s Artsonia 
Online Gallery, Arts Festival 
Bake Sale and donations from 
eighth graders’ ice cream sales. 

Artesanos Don Bosco was 
commissioned to carve the 
wood plaque of St. Joseph 
given that Joe Liekweg, in 
addition to being HR’s religion 
teacher and counselor, was also an extremely 
gifted master carpenter. One of his favorite 
activities with students was crafting cutting 
boards from exquisite woods and toys for 
homeless children.

Artesanos Don Bosco (ADB) is a non-
profit organization that supports self-
employed, skilled artisans in Peru. It provides 
the opportunity for young people to remain 
in their villages while earning an income and 
improving their lives. ADB had previously 
created a set of Stations of the Cross as well 

as a full size Nativity for Holy Redeemer 
Church. Their mission of helping the young 
was a perfect fit with Joe Liekweg’s mission 
in life: inspiring and guiding young people 
to Christ. 

Pastor Mark Hughes was so pleased with 
the idea that he commissioned a second statue 
that is already installed in the Adoration 
Chapel. The plaque honoring Joe Liekweg 
will be blessed during the upcoming Catholic 
Schools Week and will be installed in the mid-
dle school hallway. St. Joseph, pray for us! 

Holy Redeemer School Families 
Support S.O.M.E.

T he families of the Holy Redeemer 
School community demonstrated 
their generosity through our Advent 

Community Service Project by decorating 
shoeboxes and filling them with socks, hats, 
gloves, and toiletries. These shoeboxes went 
to So Others Might Eat and they distrib-
uted the shoeboxes to the homeless men and 
women who S.O.M.E. serves. 

Community service is an integral part of 
any Catholic school, teaching students the 
importance of serving others—especially 
those in need.  Holy Redeemer strives to cre-
ate meaningful service projects for our stu-
dents, to which the students can easily relate 

and are able to see the value and benefits 
of helping those in need.  Holy Redeemer 
proudly supports S.O.M.E. by collecting 
fruit to go along with the many casseroles 
the parishioners prepare each month.  In 
addition to collecting fruit, classes take turns 
each month to stuff snack bags filled with 
cereal, pretzels, raisins, etc.  It is ongoing 
projects like these that help to instill the 
value and importance of service. 

Brendan and Colin Neary, along with their 
mother, transported all shoeboxes to SOME 
just in time for Christmas!

Students collect fruit to go along with the cas-
seroles parishioners made for SOME.

OPT

Cecilia Ratke and Joan Ervin (top) with nieces 
and nephews (middle) Thomas Liotta, Sam Liotta, 
Grace Liotta, Luke Ratke, Benjamin Ratke, (bottom) 
Charlotte Ratke and Michael Liotta.

St Joseph Memorial for 
school in honor of Mr. 
Joseph Liekweg

St Joseph in Adoration 
Chapel dedicated in honor of 
Mr. Joseph Liekweg

OPT

InSight Landing on Mars
OPT
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St. Jude Regional Catholic 
School: Come, Catch Our Spirit!

S t. Jude Regional Catholic 
School (SJRCS) is more than 
a Catholic day school for 

grades pre-K (3- and 4-year olds) 
through 8 in Rockville—at SJRCS 
the spirit of community and our 
Catholic faith are infused in every-
thing we do. 

At St. Jude, 
We ARE…educators of the whole 

child. SJRCS prides itself on pro-
viding a vibrant arts, music and 
community service education with 
a strong physical education pro-
gram. Our sixth-graders experience 
the world first hand in Outdoor 
Education, our Drama Club gives 
our children a creative outlet beyond 

Shrine of St. Jude

Shrine of St. Jude Parish 
12701 Veirs Mill Road 

Rockville, MD

Rev. Paul Lee, STD, Pastor  
301-946-8200

St. Jude Regional  
Catholic School 

Mr. Glenn Benjamin, Principal 
301-946-7888

Maureen Martin,  
OPT Editor  

MaureenCMartin@verizon.net

  

 Resource & 
Learning Skills 
Program 

 High School  
Preparatory  
Focus 

 Spanish K-8 
 Small Class Size 
 Challenging  

Academic  
Curriculum 

 Resources & Learning Skill Programs 
 Extended Day Program 
 Athletic Association (soccer, baseball,  

softball, basketball, T-ball) 
 Full Day PreK 3 year old & 4 year old 

“Realizing that parents  
  are the primary educators,  
  we encourage an active  
  involvement in their  
  children’s education.”  
 

-Glenn Benjamin, Principal  

4820 Walbridge Street 
Rockville, MD 20853  

301-946-7888  
www.stjuderockville.org 

Partners in  
Catholic Education with 

Our Lady of Grace  
(Silver Spring, Md),  

St. Catherine Labouré 
(Wheaton, Md), 

St. Francis of Assisi  
(Derwood, Md), and 

 
(Washington, DC) 

St. Jude Regional Catholic School Celebrating 63 Years 1956–2019 

January 30, 2019  9:00 – 11:30am & 6:00 – 8:00pm  
  

Open House at St. Jude Regional 
Catholic School, Jan. 30

A s part of the annual nation-
al Catholic Schools’ Week 
events, St. Jude Regional 

Catholic School will open its doors 
on Wednesday, Jan. 30, for prospec-
tive students, their families, and the 
community to learn about the school 
and its mission to provide high-
quality, values-based education. 
Doors will be open from 9-11:30 
a.m. and 6-8 p.m. Admissions infor-
mation will be available at both 
times; however, teachers will be 
available to speak to prospective 
families in the evening.

St. Jude Regional Catholic 
School serves students from 3 
years old through eighth grade of 
all religious, racial, ethnic, and 
income backgrounds. Its loca-
tion at 4820 Walbridge Street in 
Rockville is perfect for commuters 
as it is convenient to Veirs Mill 
Road, Connecticut Avenue, Georgia 
Avenue, and Rockville Pike.

For information on the curricu-
lum, admissions policies and regis-
tration, contact the school office at 
301-946-7888 or visit www.stjuder-
ockville.org.

SJRCS Drama 
Club Goes Into 
the Woods
By Michelle Ardillo

Amidst the excitement of Advent, 
the birth of Our Savior, and 
a long Christmas break, the 

St. Jude Regional Catholic School 
(SJRCS) Drama Club held auditions 
for its spring musical, Into the Woods 
JR. The cast list was announced just 
before Christmas break with a first 
read-through of the show with the 
entire 28-member cast after school 
on Dec. 19. Director Becky Sella, 
also SJRCS’s computer teacher, is 
excited to bring this challenging 
Sondheim musical to the Thaddeus 
Room stage. Ms. Sella will be sup-
ported by SJRCS music teacher Mrs. 
Amy White as music director.

Cast and crew members include 
8th graders Sara Stanley, Michael 
Nicolas, Katherine Sheetz, Nicole 
Koehler, Andrew Rapisura, Isabelle 
Flores, Michael Gitau, Christina 
Young, Brigid Gibbons, Breanna 
Valcarcel, and Sequoia Santoro. 
Seventh graders participating in the 
production are Isabella Grijalba, 
Isabella Turner, Raquel Liriano, 
Christian Patiag, Timothy Sanders, 
Coralie Arias, Esha Tamang, Rachel 
Shrestha, Naomi Barish, Benjamin 
Lopez, and Grace Townsend. Joining 
Drama Club for the first time are 
the 6th grade students in the cast 
and crew including Santiago Flores, 

Come, Adore Our Infant King! 
The annual Infant of 
Prague celebration took 
place at the 5 p.m. Mass 
on Jan. 5th at the Shrine 
of St. Jude. The parish is 
blessed to have a beauti-
ful statue of the Infant 
and each year honors 
Him during the Christmas 
Season while blessing the 
children of the parish. 
The Infant of Prague’s promise to each of us is, “The more you honor me, 
the more I will bless you.”
A reception followed in the Thaddeus Room, featuring pizza, desserts, and 
hot chocolate along with door prizes of toys and Infant of Prague statues, 
chaplets, and devotional prayer books. 
Be sure to check the parish bulletin next December for information on this 
annual event. 

“We are St Jude” is a daily cheer at St. Jude Regional Catholic School. Pictured 
is Principal Glenn Benjamin surrounded by faculty, staff, and students.

Continued on page 26

OPT

Continued on page 35More Shrine of St. Jude News on Page 37
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Santa was back in the Parish
By Terry Waters 

O ver 200 guests of all ages 
cheerfully welcomed Santa 
back to SJN in mid-Decem-

ber for the annual Knights of 
Columbus “Breakfast with Santa”. 
Despite the rainy weather outside, 
the mood inside the Parish Center 
was nothing less than festive and 
energizing! Special thanks to all 
the Knights, their wives, our SJN 
priests, and our partners for making 
another great memory.

And of course, kudos to Tom 
Firestone for putting smiles on 
so many faces as he spread joy 
throughout the room as Santa 
Claus!  And speaking of Santa, 
thanks to the entire Bauer family 
for their generosity in donating toys 
so that every child (and youth vol-
unteer) received a gift that morning. 

I want to recognize and thank 

all those listed below for their out-
standing participation and support 
of our “Breakfast with Santa” this 
year. Thanks for making such a 

meaningful differ-
ence in the lives of 
so many parish fam-
ilies at SJN! 

Father Kevin
Father Bill
Father Sweeney
Jim & Cindy Barr
Steve & Gloria 
Rhodes
Carl Franceski
Bob Breiner
Ed Grundler
Marlene Shoemaker
Ron Bauer family
Gary Guy

Ed Sullivan
Dan & Beth Cipra
Nick Hiles
GK Tom Whippen
Phil & Irene Davidson
John Jankowski 
Terry Waters
Manny & Cecilia Dayao
Richard & Maureen Joseph
Mike York
Mike Donnellan 
Jerry Kelley--Photographer
Jim McCarthy
Larry Doyle
Mike May
Jamie Quintero
Tom & Susan Firestone
SJN Confirmation Class
Tom Miller

St. John Neumann

Men fully aliveMen fully alive

10 4 0 0  S E V E N L O C K S R O A D  P O T O M A C M A R Y L A N D 2 0 8 5 4  
T :  3 0 1.7 6 5 . 2 0 9 3 www.heights.edu

Visit The Heights Forum for book reviews, interviews, and articles: www.heights.edu/forum 
A RE S OURCE FOR PA REN T S A ND T E A CHER S OF “MEN FUL LY A L I V E ! ”         

 The Heights School
Offering Catholic formation, a classical liberal arts 
curriculum, rigorous math and sciences, competitive 
athletics, and individual mentorship.

Knights Serve Up Their Chili   

T he Knights of Columbus did it again! With a dozen crockpots 
filled to the brim with every imaginable version of homemade 
chili…with beans, without; with lamb, pork, veal, prime beef 

and combinations of same…plenty of fresh tomatoes, bell pepper, 
celery, other chunky vegetables and mushrooms; Tabasco/Crystal/
Texas Pete’s/Worcestershire/Pick-a-Pepper and maybe some lemon 
or lime juice, a pinch or two of Greek Seasoning and garlic cloves….
and all left to do is scoop a serving up to go with some of the best 
honey cornbread on earth.

That’s what it was like again this year for the KofC Chili Cook-off. 
Don’t miss it next November!

The Knights and The Silver Rose  
By Rus Wester    

E ach year 
since 1960, 
the interna-

tional Silver Rose 
Program has 
brought togeth-
er Knights of 
Columbus mem-
bers in Canada, 
the United States 
and Mexico as 
they sponsor the 
travel of hand-
crafted Silver 
Roses through 
these three coun-
tries as they reaf-
firm the Order’s 
commitment to 
the sanctity of human life. 

Many parishes along their pil-
grimage route invite the Knights to 
assemble for prayer and spiritual 
renewal while honoring Our Lady 
of Guadalupe and praying together 
for respect for life, from conception 
to natural death. 

This marked the 58th year of this 
prayerful tradition leading up to the 
December 12th Feast Day celebra-
tion of Our Lady of Guadalupe in 
her Basilica Shrine in Mexico City.  

SJN parish first hosted the Silver 
Rose in 2010. 

Red was certainly the color of the day as Fathers Kevin and Sweeney welcomed Mr. 
and Mrs. Claus to the SJN Breakfast with Santa.

Christmas is time for the GREAT BIRTHDAY, and a lot of 
colorful gifts generously provided by the Bauer Family 
each year.

St. John Neumann Parish 
9000 Warfield Road 

Gaithersburg, MD 20882

Fr. Kevin Regan 
Pastor

Rus Wester  
OPT Editor 

OPT

The Knights of Columbus process into SJN church with the Silver Rose and the 
sacred image of Our Lady of Guadalupe

Made of precious metal, the Silver Rose reminds that 
each life is precious, from conception in the womb until 
natural death.

OPT
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We are Catholic.

We are Lasallian.

We are St. John’s.
He was a spirit meant to be,” 
said Jeni Stepanek, Mattie’s 
mother.

Jeni recalls that doctors 
and many she knew expected 
her to have an abortion since 
her first three children all 
had been born with medical 
challenges and two children 
already had died.  But Jeni 
felt that Mattie was a gift 
from God.

She remembers repeating 
to herself while pregnant and 
afterwards, “I will do what-
ever I can to let this child 
know you matter; you have 
purpose.  I will create the 
celebration of your life.  I 
will make sure any moment 
you can be happy, you are 

happy.  And whatever purpose 
you are here for, I will help 
amplify that purpose.”

We give thanks for Mattie 
and for Jeni’s decision to 
carry her child to term.

In 2001, when Mattie was 
11, he spoke to young teens in 
Southern Maryland at a pro-
life rally, explaining that the 
building blocks of life were 
hope, peace, courage, forgive-
ness and kindness.  These 
building blocks, he explained, 
lead to the understanding that 
life is a gift, not a choice.

Mattie’s brief life had many 
challenges, yet he accom-
plished a great deal in 13 
years.  He wrote six bestsell-
ing books of poetry, and one 
bestselling book on peace-
making, speaking sincerely 
about how peace was pos-
sible on television talk shows, 

inspiring everyone with his 
message that hope is real, and 
that life is worthy.  At an early 
age, Mattie developed a pro-
found relationship with God, 
and these spiritual conversa-
tions shaped his poems which 
he called his Heartsongs, 
which would later be pub-
lished in his books.

Mattie J.T. Stepanek (1990-
2004) was a poet and peace-
maker who invited us all to 
“Remember to play after 
every storm!”   A cause for 
sainthood has been estab-
lished to show how Mattie, 
prenatally diagnosed but also 
welcomed and valued by fam-
ily, friends and his hometown 
priest, is a role model for liv-
ing a life of faith, hope and 
charity.  For more informa-
tion, visit: http://mattie4saint-
hood.org/

MATTIE 
Con’t from page 3

OPT

year, we collected a little over 1,000 
cans of food, and 11,900 were col-
lected overall.

Many cans were brought into the 
school and the students received 
an “out of uniform” day as a prize. 
Many St. Mary’s students volun-
teered on a cold Saturday morning 
to assist in collecting cans in nearby 
neighborhoods. St. Mary’s came up 
with the slogan “Cans of Hope,” 
and it appeared on all the t-shirts 
that volunteers wore this year. Cans 
of food really do represent hope to 
many people who are struggling. It shows 
we care, and they are not alone. “I am proud 
of our school for helping to give HOPE to 

those in need,” School Principal Mrs. Eisel 
said. Thanks to all those who volunteered 
and donated cans this year! 

FOOD DRIVE 
Con’t from page 12

are given something that you have been 
longing and wishing for, you jump up and 
down with excitement with a great big 
smile shining on your face. It feels amaz-
ing to get something you really want, and 
I used to think it was the best feeling in 
the world... until I gave a few strangers 
Christmas presents. 

That year, my mom and I had learned 
about a family in need with three young 
girls, and we wanted to make sure they 
had presents under their tree on Christmas. 
We bought new backpacks, stationary, and 
crafts to give them on Christmas Day. 
We drove to their house and had not even 
stepped out of the car when we saw three 

joyful faces peeking out at our car. The 
family ran to the door to greet us and we 
gave them their gifts. I was certainly not 
expecting such a big smile to appear on 
their faces. They squealed and jumped in 
delight, thanked and hugged us, and we 
were on our way back home. Seeing their 
great joy and gratitude brightened my day, 
and it was the best feeling ever. Knowing 
that we had made their day a little brighter 
brought a smile to my face, and their hap-
piness was more contagious than the flu. I 
learned that receiving gifts is always great, 
but giving gifts is wonderful, too. The tra-
dition of gift giving began with Jesus, and 
we are continuing the tradition. It spreads 
joy and happiness, and you will find that 
grateful smiles are like Christmas gifts 
themselves. 

TWO SIDES 
Con’t from page 12
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St. Mary’s School students and parishioners collected 
over 12,000 cans of hope during this year’s Greg 
Gannon Canned Food Drive in December.

OPT

the classroom walls, and our students who may 
need an extra helping hand can draw on the 
expertise of a full-time resource teacher.

We ARE…academic excellence. At every 
grade level, we deliver a curriculum designed 
to prepare students for the rigors of high school. 
In fact, a large majority of our 4th- through 
8th-grade students attain honors of achieve-
ment each marking period. Additionally, nearly 
every single 8th grader who applies is accepted 
to a Catholic high school, and a majority of our 
graduates attend one. 

We ARE…compassionate toward others. 
We turn our students’ hands and hearts toward 
good works—from collecting much-needed 
goods for St. Ann’s Infant and Children’s 
Home, to preparing bagged lunches for service 
men and women, to gathering canned goods to 
feed the hungry. St. Jude children learn their 
role in the community of caring. Even within 
the school the spirit of lending a hand up is 
ever-present in the buddy system—every older 
child has a younger child to mentor, teaching 
the buddy good behavior in church, working 
on projects together, and watching over them 
in the halls and at recess.

We ARE…a community. We encourage par-
ents to become an integral part of our school 
through numerous volunteer positions—help-
ing with the hot lunch program, planning 
events through the Home School Association, 
chaperoning a field trip, or monitoring the 
halls. We want parents to feel as at home at St. 
Jude as their children do.

We ARE…people of faith. Ever mindful of 
our Catholic identity, SJRCS fosters a strong 
faith commitment and religious spirit, values, 
and morals. Students attend weekly mass and 
adoration and monthly penance as well as 
participate in the annual May Crowning and 
Christmas pageant, attend Rosary Group, and 
recite the school prayer and other prayers 
throughout their school day. Additionally, 
priests from the Shrine of St. Jude are involved 
with the school every day.

We ARE St. Jude…and you can be, too!
To learn first-hand what makes the St. Jude 

community unique, attend the upcoming Open 
House on Wednesday, Jan. 30, from 9-11:30 
a.m. and 6-8 p.m., or schedule a visit to see 
students and teachers in action. You can also 
learn more about St. Jude Regional Catholic 
School on its website— www.stjuderockville.
org. Additionally, Mr. Glenn Benjamin, prin-
cipal, can answer any questions you may have 
about the school or the application process. 
He can be reached at 301-946-7888 or Glenn.
Benjamin@stjuderockville.org. 

ST JUDE 
Con’t from page 24
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another collection, also organized by our awe-
some eighth graders. Posters were made and 
hung throughout the school requesting dona-
tions of new hats, scarves, and gloves. It did 
not take long for students to fill an entire box 
with goods. These items were then presented 
to guests of our parish Sunday dinner for the 
homeless.

Our last collection has become somewhat of 
an annual tradition here at Lourdes. Organized 
by a couple of Lourdes parents, the Coats of 
Many Colors Coat Drive collects new and 
gently used coats to help those in need stay 
warm during the cold winter season. A local 
dry cleaner, Express Dry Cleaning, generously 
cleans our dry-clean-only coats from the Coat 
Drive at no charge!

Thank you to everyone in the Lourdes 
community that made our Christmas Giving 
such a success this year. Living by the words 
of St. Francis of Assisi was truly on display 
this Advent Season at Our Lady of Lourdes 
School, “For it is in giving that we receive.”

WONDERFUL 
Con’t from page 21
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Eighth graders gleefully ready gifts for delivery.
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SOAR Spring Trips!
Registration begins Tuesday, 

February 12, from 8:30am–2pm
The Montgomery County 

Department of Recreation has 
released its Spring 2019 Senior 
Outdoor Adventures in Recreation 
(SOAR) travel program for active 
adults age 55 and over. Unless noted, 
all transportation is provided on rest-
room-equipped motor coaches. 

You may register for a SOAR trip 
in any of four ways. The fastest and 
easiest way is to use the internet and 
go to ActiveMONTGOMERY.org. 
You may also mail your trip appli-
cation, fax it to 240-777-6818, or 
register in person at 4010 Randolph 
Road. 

If you have questions about the 
registration process, please call 
240-777-6840.  If you have ques-
tions or require more information 
about a specific trip, call the SOAR 
Coordinator at 240-777-4926.

Spring SOAR trips include:
Cherry Blossom Cruise and 
Lunch
April 3
$89

Guided tour of historic Carlisle, 
Pa.
April 11
$66

Taste of Little Italy, St Leo’s 
Church in Baltimore
April 17
$70

American Revolution Center and 
National Constitution Center in 
Philadelphia
April 24, 25
$92

Cold War Museum in Va. and 
Navy Yard Cold War Gallery in 
DC with guide Gary Powers, Jr.
May 1
$69

Guided tour of historic Odessa, 
Delaware
May 15
$60

A Patrick Henry Tour of 
Scotchtown, Va
May 22, 23
$99

Sailing Trip on Chesapeake Bay
May 30
$80

White Water Rafting Trip on the 
Shenandoah River
June 7
$86

Walking Tour of Georgetown
June 12, 13
$45

Major League Baseball
Seats are located in gallery/upper 

box seats. There is walking and step 
climbing required at each game.

Nationals vs. NY Mets (10:30am)
May 16
$59
Orioles vs. New York Yankees 
(10:00am)
May 23
$59

Nationals vs. Chicago White Sox 
(10:30am)
June 5
$59

Orioles vs. Nationals (4:30pm)
July 17
$59

Day Trippers
The Department of Recreation 

also offers a less strenuous travel 
program, the Day Trippers program 
for all ages. Trips leave and return 
from the Olney Manor Recreational 
Park.

Spring 2019 Day Trippers pro-
grams include:

Philadelphia International 
Flower Show
March 7
$89

Observation Deck at CEB Tower 
in Rosslyn, Va. and Newseum in 
Washington, DC
March 22
$84

American Music Theatre, In The 
Mood: 25th Silver Celebration 
Tour, Lancaster, Pa.
March 30
$109

High Tea Luncheon and shop-
ping in Lititz, Pa.
April 4, 5
$89

“Jesus” at Sight and Sound 
Theatre, Lancaster, Pa.
April 13
$149

Shen Yun Performing Arts at 
Kennedy Center
April 18
$149

Kitchen Shoppe cooking demo/
gourmet lunch

Annual Ocean City “Springfest” & 
Berlin Blues Festival
May 4
$63

Garden House High Tea, 
Harpist, Elkridge Furnace Inn
May 10
$109

Chanticleer Gardens & Estate 
Tour (Pa.)
May 17
$79

Frederick (Md.) Arts Show
June 1
$49

“Grease” at Toby’s Dinner 
Theatre, Columbia, Md.
June 15
$104

Senior Resources

Completing an Online 
Transaction Safely

L ate last month, police arrested a suspect for armed robbery at 
the intersection of Georgia Avenue and East West Highway in 
Silver Spring after agreeing online to a sales transaction. The 

seller-victim and buyer-suspect met for the sale/exchange and there 
was a disagreement over the transaction. To help reduce and deter such 
crimes, the Montgomery County Police Department has designated safe 
Exchange Zones for residents to complete online transactions. These 
Exchange Zones are located at each of the six police district station’s 
lobbies and parking lots (with the exception of the Second District park-
ing lot); see addresses below. 

When selling or purchasing items from an unknown person, the 
Montgomery County Police Department offers the following safety tips:
•  Always meet the buyer or seller at an exchange zone that is well pop-

ulated, well lit, and preferably at a designated police Exchange Zone.
• Tell a friend or family member where you’re going to meet someone 

and when possible, take a friend with you.
• Inform the buyer/seller that you will not be alone.
• Do not invite strangers into your home.
•  Never give out any personal or financial information.
• When dealing with large sums of cash, don’t be afraid to tell the 

buyer that you will want to check the bills for authenticity.
• It is OK to show a buyer that you have an item, but do not surrender 

it until you have checked the validity of the currency.
• Look for the denomination specific security features. Each bill has a 

specific watermark and security thread.
Sometimes an advertised sale is a scam…trust your instincts – if it 

sounds like a scam or too good to be true, it probably is.

Montgomery County Police Department Exchange Zones
Headquarters/First District Station
100 Edison Park Drive, Gaithersburg
Second District Station (LOBBY ONLY)
4823 Rugby Avenue, Bethesda
Third District Station
1002 Milestone Drive, Silver Spring
Fourth District Station
2300 Randolph Road, Wheaton
Fifth District Station
20000 Aircraft Drive, Germantown
Sixth District Station
45 West Watkins Mill Rd, Gaithersburg

Please note that Montgomery County Police employees will not par-
ticipate in transactions or act as witnesses.

OPT

It pays to 
advertise in 
Our Parish 

Times
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NIH offers tips to keep older 
adults safe in winter weather
A s the winter months approach, it is 

important to understand risks that 
cold exposure can pose for older 

adults and those with chronic medical con-
ditions. Older adults can lose body heat 
quickly, and changes in the body as we age 
can make it harder to recognize a decrease 
in body temperature. The result can be a 
serious condition called hypothermia.

Hypothermia—a dangerous drop in core 
body temperature—can occur when it is 
cold inside or outside and the body is unable 
to produce the heat it needs to function. 
Even a relatively short exposure to cold 
conditions can result in hypothermia. Older 
adults are especially vulnerable to hypo-
thermia because their bodies’ response to 
cold can be diminished by chronic medical 
conditions and by use of some medicines, 
including over-the-counter cold remedies. 
For an older person, a body temperature of 
95°F or lower can cause many health prob-
lems, such as heart rhythm disturbances, 
kidney problems, liver damage, or worse.

Warning signs of hypothermia include 
slowed or slurred speech; sleepiness or 
confusion; shivering or stiffness in the 
arms and legs; poor control over body 
movements; slow reactions, a weak pulse, 
or a core body temperature of 95 degrees 
F or lower. If you think someone has the 
warning signs for hypothermia, call 9-1-1 
right away and try to move the person to a 
warmer place.

To help older adults understand the risks, 
the National Institute on Aging (NIA) at 

the National Institutes of Health (NIH) has 
some tips to avoid some of the dangers and 
prevent hypothermia:

• When going outside in the cold, wear a 
hat, scarf, and gloves or mittens to pre-
vent loss of body heat through your head 
and hands. Wear several layers of loose 
clothing to help trap warm air between 
the layers.

• If possible, let others know when you’re 
planning to spend time outdoors and 
carry a fully charged cellphone.

• Make sure your home is warm enough. 
Set your thermostat to at least 68 to 70 
degrees Fahrenheit (F). Even mildly 
cool homes with temperatures from 60 
to 65 degrees F can lead to hypothermia 
in older adults.

• To stay warm at home, wear long under-
wear under your clothes, along with 
socks and slippers. Use a blanket or 
afghan to keep your legs and shoulders 
warm and wear a hat or cap indoors.

The NIA has free information about 
hypothermia in a brochure “Stay Safe in 
Cold Weather,” and a fact sheet in Spanish 
“La hipotermia: un peligro del clima frío.” 
You can find these and other free publica-
tions on healthy aging on the NIA website 
(www.nia.nih.gov) or order free copies by 
calling NIA’s toll-free number 1-800-222-
2225.

RSVP/AARP Tax-Aide Program

R SVP/AARP Tax-Aide provides free 
federal and state (Maryland) tax 
preparation services for low-to-

moderate income taxpayers who live or 
work in Montgomery County.  Special 
attention is given to those 60 years old 
and older.  The program runs during tax 
season.

The program has more than 100 volun-
teers who are trained to prepare simple tax 
forms. Each year we prepare nearly 5,000 
federal and state (Maryland) returns.  

The AARP flier provides more infor-
mation on which returns are considered 
simple and which are too complex (out-
of-scope) for the program. The flyer is 
available at www.montgomerycountymd.
gov/volunteercenter/tax-aide.  

Taxpayers with complex tax returns 

will be advised to seek paid tax assistance. 
The RSVP/AARP Tax-Aide program 

prepares taxes at more than 20 differ-
ent locations across Montgomery County 
and, to respect taxpayers’ time, works 
by appointment only.  Please review the 
AARP flier before making an appoint-
ment.

COMMUNITY OPENING FEBRUARY 2019

Call 301.388.7700 for more information. 
13908 New Hampshire Ave

TheLandingofSilverSpring.com

Assisted Living and
Memory Care with 
a whole lotta heart.

There’s a brand new assisted living and memory care community 

in town. And you know how new things are—they’re bright, 

shiny and oh-so-nice. The Landing of Silver Spring is certainly 

all those things. You can absolutely count on that. But, most 

of all, you can count on our heart. Our great, big, helpful and 

caring heart. We’ll make sure you feel right at home. Always.

Maryland Senior Olympics 
Registration Open

T he 2019 Maryland Senior 
Olympics will be held 
from May 1 through Oct. 

7 at venues in Montgomery 
County, Howard, Prince 
George’s, Anne Arundel, 
Baltimore City and Frederick 
counties. There are 25 sports 
on the state level, including 
non-qualifying participatory 
sports: billiards, bocce, cro-
quet, disc golf, air gun and trap 
shooting, and lawn bowling.

To participate, you must 
be aged 50 and above. 
Registration deadline is two weeks prior to your event. 

Registration opens late this winter. Teams and individuals can register online or by 
mail-in. 

Visit for www.mdseniorolympics.org/registration.html for details.

Currently Scheduled 2019 MSO Events  
(updated Jan. 11)
May 1 Cycling 5k Time Trials, Davidsonville Elementary School, 

Davidsonville.
May 16 Billiards, Schweinhaut Senior center, Silver Spring.
June 5 Cycling 10k Time Trials, Davidsonville Elementary School, 

Davidsonville.
July 27 Table Tennis, Potomac Community Center, Potomac.
Aug. 10-11 Track & Field, Howard County Community College, Columbia. 
 This is a USTAF-sanctioned meet.
Aug. 24 Volleyball (men and women), Meadowbrook Athletic Complex, 

Ellicott City.
Aug. 26 Bowling (singles), Brunswick Normandy Lanes, Ellicott City.
Aug. 27 Bowling (doubles), Brunswick Normandy Lanes, Ellicott City.
Aug. 31 5k Road Race, Kentlands/Lakelands 5k, Gaithersburg.
Sept. 4 Racquetball (singles), Severna Park Racquetball and Fitness Center, 

Millersville.
Sept. 5 Racquetball (doubles), Severna Park Racquetball and Fitness Center, 

Millersville.
Sept. 5-8 Softball (men’s and women’s), Olney Manor Regional Park, Olney.
Sept. 7 Badminton, Bauer Drive Community Center, Rockville.
Sept. 7 Shuffleboard, Leisure World, Silver Spring.
Sept. 14 Swimming, Germantown Indoor Swim Center, Boyds.
Sept. 26-27 Bocce, Asbury Methodist Village, Gaithersburg.
Sept. 28-29 Croquet, Ginger Grove in Annapolis and West River Wickets in West 

River.
Sept. 30 Archery, Genesee Valley Outdoor Learning Center, Parkton.
Oct. 3-4 Air Gun Shooting, Associated Gun Club of Baltimore, Marriottsville.
Oct. 6 10k Road Race, Sinai Race For Our Kids, Baltimore.
Oct. 7 Golf, Laytonsville Golf Course, Gaithersburg.

OPT

The RSVP/AARP
Tax-Aide Program  

will open on  
January 28, 2019

To hear a recorded message 
call 240-777-2577.

OPT
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It’s a conversation we’ve been having with seniors and their families for over 30 years.  
At Victory Housing, you’ll discover our simple and straight-forward approach to 
assisted living.  From  all-inclusive rates to individualized care, our award-winning 
communities offer the ideal setting to call home.  Call or visit us today, let’s talk.

Bartholomew House
Bethesda • 301-320-6151

Byron House
Potomac • 301-469-9400

Grace House
Silver Spring • 301-924-4424

Malta House
Hyattsville • 301-699-8600

Marian Assisted Living
Olney/Brookeville • 301-570-3190

Raphael House
Rockville • 301- 217-9116

www.VictoryHousing.org              A Non-Profit Organization

OUR ASSISTED LIVING COMMUNITIES

Let’s Talk Assisted Living.

ParishTimes1118v3.indd   1 11/28/2018   10:43:37 AM

Senior Recreation 
Programs

W hether you’re interested in 
the arts, adult swim, bas-
ketball, cooking, dance, 

fitness (even water fitness), golf, 
guitar, pottery, strength training, tai 
chi, tap dancing, tennis, yoga, and 
more, you might well find some-
thing you’ll like.  

Some recreation activities are 
accessed with a yearly pass, which 
are available at reduced fees for 
residents age 55 and older.   Review 
all your options to purchase an annu-
al pass. You have several options, 
including the “Total Rec” member-
ship that includes swimming, exer-
cising, basketball games and more; 
the “Fit n’ Play” pass for exercise 
buffs; the “Gym Rat” pass for those 
interested mainly in pick-up games; 
the “All Pool” pass and the “Summer 
Swim” pass for swimmers; and the 
“Senior Sneakers” pass. 

As you’ll see, one of the most eco-
nomical fitness options is the Senior 
Sneakers pass, which costs $50/year 
for County residents who are age 55 
or older. It’s good for access to any 
Community Center Exercise Room 
and Open Gym during center open 
hours. It’s the perfect pass for the 
boomer or senior who wants to work 
out and stay fit!

Many activities are free or low 
cost. Find out what’s available 
where and how to register by vis-
iting: www.montgomerycountymd.
gov/senior/recreation.html

OPT

be friends and grow up and learn 
together despite our differences. At 
Lourdes, we do not merely accept 
and enroll students. We offer a sense 
of belonging. This awesome respect 
shows we are better together.

On Tuesday, January 29, Our 
Lady of Lourdes will be hosting an 
Open House. We invite all to attend. 
On this day, you will see and hear 
all that make our Catholic School 
great: kindness, diversity, inclusion, 

teaching, and learning in a posi-
tive and supportive Catholic School 
environment. 

The pride of the Catholic Church 
is our Catholic Schools. Catholic 
Education provides parents and 
children with something uniquely 
different than public and/or private 
schools. We share Jesus in the light 
of our Catholic Faith in all subjects, 
instances, and people. Our Lady of 
Lourdes is a tremendous example of 
this. We invite you to become part 
of our tradition. We are Our Lady 
of Lourdes!

PRIDE 
Con’t from page 21

waiting for prospective customers. 
“The first year, we made $4,000 

because we were new to the busi-
ness,” said Wayne Burnside, min-
istry coordinator of the St. Francis 
Christmas Tree Sale from 1994 to 
2015. “We got started late. They 
didn’t sell out. But, in the second 
year, we got to $7,000.” 

In 2018, the St. Francis Christmas 
Tree Sale garnered record sales of 
$14,000 for the church’s general 
coffers – a tidy sum that Fr. John 
Dillon attributes to both the quality 
of the trees and wreaths sold and 
that people simply look forward to it 
every year. “It provides good com-
panionship,” Fr. Dillon said. “It is a 
great opportunity for those among 
us who enjoy being outdoors in 
sometimes bracing weather. People 
enjoy helping the parish.”     

Yet, this is not to say that sell-
ing Christmas trees a quarter of a 
century has always gone smoothly. 
The ministry coordinators have 
found that 400 trees are the parish’s 
“sweet spot”; the year they tried to 
raise inventory to 500 trees, sales 
weren’t as brisk. Coordinators also 
say that 80 percent of their tree 
sales come from parishioners.  “A 
lot of people who don’t contribute 
may see buying a tree as their con-
tribution to the church,” Burnside 
said. 

The tree sale activities normally 
start in August of each year, when 

the ministry coordinators place an 
order with a tree broker, Hortu 
Sales LLC in Wisconsin. However, 
according to Ministry Coordinator 
Brian Pettit, an ongoing shortage 
with Douglas fir trees over the past 
few years has pushed up the start 
date for sale activities to April of 
each year. 

What is vital to the smooth opera-
tion of the Christmas Tree Sale 
is the dedicated support of vol-
unteers, said Burnside and Pettit. 
Several people come back year after 
year, with two volunteers taking the 
same shift every day of the sale. In 
fact, Pettit, 29, originally took over 
the ministry three years ago from 
Burnside, 65, after having volun-
teered as a high school student 
seeking Student Service Learning 
(SSL) hours. “I learned from the 
best,” Pettit said. “We’ve been part-
ners in crime.”

Even as their year-over-year net 
profit increased 3 percent in 2018, 
there was an 8 percent increase in 
tree sales to the Christmas Tree 
Sale, which has caused some price 
increases for customers. In 2018, 
the sales team also collected $1,291 
in tips, which either goes to a spe-
cific family in need or is given to 
the Parish Outreach Fund for distri-
bution to parishioners in need. 

“We make money, and that’s 
great, but it’s not a prime motiva-
tor,” Burnside said. “It’s fellowship 
of the church.” 

TREE SALE 
Con’t from page 22
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Following 
the 
GGCFD, 
St. Mary’s 
celebrated 
with the 
annual 
St. Nick 
Festival.  
Santa 
came for 
a visit 
spreading 
joy to all 
who came 
to see 
him.  

St. Mary - Rockville



30  January 2019    Our Parish Times 

Christmas Generosity
By Liz Weiss and Chris Tan, members, 
CTK Social Concerns Commission

C hristmas giving began early 
this year at Christ the King 
parish. Its Social Concerns 

Commission sponsored two proj-
ects: Boxes of Joy and the Giving 
Tree.  

The Cross Catholic Box of Joy 
program began in October, filling 
shoe-sized boxes filled with gifts 
for children. Each parishioner was 
invited to take home a container, 
choosing items for a girl or a boy 
within a specific age range. The 

boxes were returned by All Saints 
Day as they were to be shipped 
overseas in time for Christmas to 
children in impoverished areas, 
children who had never before 
received a gift. A note in each box 
informed them that the gifts were 
from families in the United States 
and that they represent the greatest 
gift of all, Jesus, God’s gift to us.

In December the commission 
began its annual Giving Tree proj-
ect, whereby parishioners take a 
paper ornament from the tree situ-
ated in the vestibule, and return 
it (this year) with gift cards. This 
year 43 families and 132 children 
were assisted, the children receiv-
ing the gift cards to choose their 
own Christmas present.  Each fam-
ily received gift cards for grocer-
ies. Parishioners were once again 
very generous, making a merrier 
Christmas for so many families. 
Many thanks go to Christ the King’s 
Parochial Administrator, Fr Steve 
Carter, and the members of the 
commission for organizing and sup-
porting these projects. 

Christ the King

Christ the King 
2301 Colston Drive 
Silver Spring, MD 
301-495-2306

Fr. Stephen Carter, OFM, Cap.,  
Parochial Administrator

Katie Holland,  
OPT Editor 

kh7@georgetown.edu

L to R.  1st Row: Myra Elipascua, Erlinda Basamot, Fr. Macias Serafica, Apen 
Juan, Aisa Sildo; 2nd Row: Analyn Abriol, Misty Baldoza, Trish Betonio, Imelda 
Flores, Lumen Delfin; 3rd Row: Jorge Gonzalez, Victor Basamot, Froilan 
Manansala, Nards Delfin, Lina Organo, Vicky Nimer

Simbang Gabi at Christ the King 
By Maria Kendall, OPT parishioner

T he Filipino tradition of 
Christmas novena, Simbang 
Gabi or Mass at Dawn, was 

celebrated for the 6th year at Christ 
the King Parish. It is popularly 
known as Misa de Gallo or “Mass 
of the Rooster” because it used to 
be celebrated early in the morning 
after the rooster’s crow. Spaniards 
who christianized the Philippines 
introduced the tradition as a way 
of preparing spiritually for the birth 
of Jesus. At Christ the King, the 
Masses were celebrated at 8:00 
P.M. to accommodate the sched-
ules of families. After each Mass, 
a small package of surprise treats 

awaits the attendees as they leave 
the church.

The Lord Is My Shepherd group 
coordinated the Masses which were 
sponsored by different parish fami-
lies. Fr. Andy Gonzalo, Pastor of 
St. Vincent de Paul in Washington 
D.C. celebrated the first Mass. 
He had to fly to Manila because 
his mother passed away suddenly. 
It was a blessing that Fr. Macias 
Serafica who is visiting his fam-
ily in Washington was available 
to celebrate the remaining Masses. 
Fr. Serafica is the Pastor of San 
Isidro Labrador Parish in Pasay 
City, Philippines. 

Christmas Celebration at Christ the King
By Isidra Molina, CTK DRE

C hrist the King Parish had a wonderful celebra-
tion of Christmas with its different Masses in 
English and Spanish.  During Christmas Eve 

Masses, one bilingual was dedicated especially to 
children and their families, celebrated at 4:00 pm. 
with Fr. Stephen Carter Celebrating.  Children of 
the Religious Education/Catechesis Program, from 
kindergarten to Confirmation-age, as well as those in 
the RCIA-for-children program, acted out the First 
Christmas, dressed as Joseph, Mary, Angel Gabriel 
and shepherds. All parents of the Christ the King 
community were invited to dress up their children, 
those not in the play, as angels, shepherds or animals 
of the stable.  During the procession at the beginning 
of Mass, every child played a music instrument such 
as drum or a Christmas bell, singing Silent Night 
until they arrived together, gathering in front of the 
stable to sing and dance a joyful Christmas song. 

Later, at 8:00pm the same night the parish 
youth and Catechist assistants performed the same 
Christmas Play, during that Mass in Spanish with 
Religious Education Program assistant, Sister 
Monica Garcia helping along with the parish Young 
Adults Spanish Group to coordinate the evening 
Christmas Play.

OPT

OPT

Fr. Steve entering the Nave holding the Baby Jesus pre-
ceded by parishioners, Hilda and Ofilio Quezada

OPT

Our Lady of Mercy

Mercy Pre Kindergarten: Committed to Excellence

“T his conference is the 
vitamin for my teach-
ing heart.” This is how 

Mercy’s Pre K 3 teacher, Mrs. 
Christine Castro, describes the 
NAEYC conference she recently 
attended. “In my 30 plus years of 
teaching, NAEYC had been my 
favorite conference because I get 
energized, rejuvenated, motivated 
and encouraged to keep doing what 
I have been doing. It validates and 
sharpens my familiar skills. It lifts 
up my spirit and makes me excit-
ed to keep teaching. I personally 

want to bring spirit and excitement 
in every unit and theme I teach 
because my students will feel the 
same. I want them to enjoy learn-
ing.”

The National Association for 
the Education of Young Children 
(NAEYC) is the largest early child-
hood education conference in the 
world. Each year, tens of thousands 
of teachers, program administrators, 
students, and researchers choose 
from hundreds of presentations and 
exhibits to explore the latest trends 
and research in the early childhood 

field. Mrs. Castro has attended this 
intense professional development 
conference ten times. This year, she 
participated in 20 hours of continu-
ing education training during the 
3-day conference. Part of our vision 
at Mercy is to achieve the highest 
level of instructional excellence in 
every classroom, in every teach-
ing moment, with every child. We 
are grateful to Mrs. Castro and 
our entire teaching staff, for their 
unwavering commitment to profes-
sional development.

OPT

Live and on the Air!
Mercy Morning Live (MML) aired for 
the first time last month from Mercy’s 
fully renovated Broadcast Studio. 
New equipment, flooring, backdrop, 
green screen, lighting, news desk and 
more, have completely modernized 
the studio. In addition to the morn-
ing announcements and prayer, the 
new technology will allow our student 
broadcast team to film news clips 
outside of the studio, at events, in the 
classrooms, etc. We will also be able 
to stream live broadcasts via Mercy’s 
Facebook page! 

An evening in Italy at Mercy’s Father-Daughter dance. 
The story about our Savior’s birth told beautifully by 
Mercy students during the annual Christmas Pageant. 
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It’s hard to keep anniversary years straight at SFIS
S aint Francis International 

School is in a unique posi-
tion in the Archdiocese of 

Washington.  On one hand, SFIS is 
young school having been founded 
in 2010.  The first SFIS programs 
started with Summer Camp at St. 
Mark the Evangelist in June, 2010, 
and the first classes took place at 
St. Camillus in August, 2010.  That 
means that next school year SFIS 
will mark a milestone with its tenth 
school year.  

But, Saint Francis International 
School is also officially the suc-
cessor to several parochial schools 
whose legacies go back decades.  
This year marks the 60th anniver-
sary of the founding of St. Mark 
the Evangelist parish and school 
in Hyattsville.  In October, Fr. 
Roberto Cortes-Campos celebrated 
a special mass at SFIS honoring the 
Religious of Jesus and Mary who 
founded St. Mark School and thus 
laid the foundation for Saint Francis 
International School.  On Sunday, 
January 27, at the 9 am mass the 
SFIS school choir will be providing 
the music ministry at St. Mark and 
the parish will be honored with a 
plaque from the National Catholic 
Educational Association recogniz-
ing their 60 years of commitment 
to Catholic education through St. 
Mark School and now SFIS.

St. Camillus School was found-
ed in 1954, which means that the 
2019-2020 school year will mark 
the 65th year that St. Camillus par-
ish has sponsored a Catholic school.  
The ongoing commitment allows 
SFIS to serve over 440 students this 
year age three through eighth grade.  
This spring, the first students to 
graduate from SFIS back in 2011 
will be graduating from college.  

SFIS continues the ministry of St. 
Mark and St. Camillus Schools 
that has now prepared thousands 
and thousands to become wise and 
faithful members of our world.

SFIS is proud to count as its 
alumni not only those young men 
and women who have graduated 
from Saint Francis International 
School but the thousands of men 
and women who have attended 
SFIS, St. Mark School, and St. 
Camillus School since the 1950s.  
The education at SFIS today seeks 
to continue the good work of so 
many parishioners, pastors, teach-
ers, and the Sisters who set high 
standards for what can be accom-
plished when a community is com-
mitted to Catholic schools.

With the recently renovated 
Camillia Room at Saint Francis, 
the school is inviting alumni of 
St. Camillus, St. Mark, and SFIS 
to consider organizing reunions 
marking these major anniversaries.  
Alumni interested in reunions or 
other events are encouraged to con-
tact SFIS at office@sfismd.org or 
301-434-2344.

St. Francis International 
School 

www.saintfrancisinternational.org

Tobias A. Harkleroad,  
Principal

St. Camillus Campus 
1500 Camillus Drive 

Silver Spring, MD 20903

St. Mark Campus 
7501 Adelphi Road 

Hyattsville, MD 20783

OPT

At left, thanks to Franciscan Br. Gino, St. 
Nicholas made his annual feast day visit to SFIS 
and even left gold (chocolate) coins in students’ 
shoes.

Below, Mr. Henry Herrera directed another 
amazing Christmas concert for grades 1-8 and 
they were joined this year by the school bands.

Above, on the last day before vacation, Pre-K and 
Kindergarten performed a wonderful series of songs, 
dances, and poems to prepare for Christmas.

Above, SFIS has a large Orthodox Christian 
community and so it is important to make 
sure that the Christmas season stretches out to 
include Epiphany and the Orthodox Christmas 
celebration.

At left, there was officially snow as part of this 
year’s Christmas season on the SFIS campus!

A Busy Season for St. Raphael Sodality

S t. Raphael’s Sodality par-
ticipated in many activities 
offered by the parish during 

the Advent season. At the Mother 
Teresa Luncheon, we served food 
to the homeless who attended 
with the Little Sisters of the Poor. 
We also joined them in singing 
Christmas carols and socializing 
during lunch. Sodality coordinated 
a Christmas party for the seniors at 
Raphael House. The fifth graders of 
St. Raphael School sang Christmas 
songs with the seniors and handed 
out stockings that we filled with 
gifts. Sodalists also contributed 
gifts to the many charities on the 
Giving Trees in our church.

St. Raphael Adult Club and 
Sodality visited the Museum of the 
Bible, a 430,000 square foot build-
ing featuring rare artifacts spanning 
3,500 years of history. This spacious 
museum offers an immersive and 
personalized experience with the 
Bible and its historical and ongo-
ing impact on the world. We saw 
exhibits from the Vatican Museums 
and Vatican Library; original hand-
written scrolls; an exhibit from the 

Israel Antiquities Authority; and 
stories of the Bible from Abraham 
through the creation of Israel to the 
ministry of the church.

In February we will have 
our Annual Sodality Tea with a 
Noteworthy (musical) theme. We 
will enjoy delicious tea sandwiches 
and desserts and sing our favorite 

songs. In March we will again join 
with the Adult Club for a Lenten 
retreat at St. Anthony’s Monastery 
in Ellicott City.

Sodality continues to faith-
fully pray the Holy Rosary after 
the 6:30 am and 9:00 am daily 
Masses. Please join us. 

St. Raphael

Coming up in the New Year

R egistration for St. Raphael 
School and St. Raphael 
Nursery School for 2019-20 

is open. Visit the Admissions Page 
of our website at www.straphael-
schoolmd.org for more information.

Jan. 27-Feb. 1: Catholic Schools 
Week celebrates Catholic education 
and all who make it possible with a 
full schedule of special events. 

Jan. 28: SRS and SRNS double 
open house (new date) invites inter-
ested parents to learn more about 
our schools and tour our campus. 
SRNS (3’s, 4’s, 4-Plus) is at 9:15 
a.m., and SRS (K-8) is at 10:45 a.m.

Feb. 25-28: Read Across 

America raises reading awareness 
and encourages the practice of this 
lifelong skill in memory of Dr. 
Seuss’ 115th birthday.

March 16: SpringFest cornhole 
tournament and community fel-
lowship returns…online auctioning 
will take place beforehand!

June 1: SRNS Golden 
Anniversary save the date for a 
celebration of Catholic preschool-
ing 50 years in the making… “then-
and-now” photos, memorabilia, and 
other memories are being collect-
ed. Check out a preview at bit.ly/
SRNS50years.

Jingle All the Way! CYO Basketball is Underway

A nother exciting CYO basketball season has started for SRS 
Angels in third through eighth grades. Spirit Day kicked off 
the season with a teachers-vs.-students game full of energy 

and enthusiasm. This CYO season promises to be filled with fun—
go, Angels! OPT

OPT

Sodalists Mihuryl Hernandez, Shirley Lee, and Esther Stello visit the Museum 
of the Bible. 

OPT
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Koledy Concert at Our Lady Queen of Poland
By Bozenna Buda, ED

T here is no other season like 
Christmas. The anticipation of 
Christ’s birth and the rituals 

surrounding it are both solemn and 
joyful. 

At Our Lady Queen of Poland 
& St. Maximilian Kolbe Parish in 
Silver Spring, MD, the season is 
particularly meaningfulich because 
of our Polish traditions.  The sing-
ing of An important part is the 
Christmas carols is an important 
part of it. Not only does the con-
gregantstion sing them at Mass and 
Christmas gatherings, but the youth 
of the parish are encouraged to con-
tribute their vocal and instrumental 
talents to what is now an annual 
Koledy (carols) parish concert. at 
Our Lady Queen of Poland. 

Again this year, the youth of 
the parish presented their annual 
Koledy concert to a very apprecia-
tive audience on January 6, 2019. 
The annual concertIt whas been 
organized and directedled by OLQP 
parish organist Mr. Janusz Bilinski, 
who accompanied them on the key-
board.. 

Polish Christmas carols are very 
rhythmic, whether they are sol-
emn or lively. Theis year’s concert 

included a variety of instrumen-
tsiety of Koledy.. In addition to 
singing, most many of the partici-
pants performers also played car-
ols on differentvarious instruments, 
including the flute, saxophone, 
clarinet, bassoon, keyboard, and 
percussion.  

The artists displayed a great deal 
of enthusiasm and wonderful cre-
ativity, particularly in their instru-
mental renditions. The artists were 
Adam Zgol, Aleksandra Bilinski, 
Jakub Hlasko,   and several of them 
played on more than one instru-
ment. Julia Lechliter, Mireille 
Lechliter, Natalia Hlasko, Oliver 
Bilinski, Paula Hlasko, Sebastian 
Bilinski, and Victoria Stanislawek.  

A special treat this year was the 
solo by Sister Danuta Przybylek 
from the Pallotti Convent. We are 
blessed to have such a talented 
and hard-working group in our par-
ish.and Mireille Lechliter played 
beautifully on violins. Aleksandra, 
Sebastian, and Oliver Bilinski sang 
as well as played on several instru-
ments, including the clarinet and 
saxophone. Adam Zgol played on 
the bassoon. Natalia and Paula 
Hlasko played the flute. Jakub 
Hlasko was on the percussion. 
Victoria Stanislawek, Adam, and 
Aleksandra sang many Christmas 
carols. Sister Danuta Przybylo sand 
a beautiful solo carol.

Our Lady Queen of Poland

Special Mission to Cuba
By Joanna Roberts, Parishioner & Head 
of OLQP Rosary Society

A t the end of November 2018, 
a delegation from Our Lady 
Queen of Poland & St. 

Maximilian Kolbe Parish in Silver 
Spring, Maryland, traveled to Cuba 
on a special mission. Our goal was 
to deliver a portrait painting of St. 
John Paul II to the church located 
in the town of Camajuani in Cuba, 
where Fr. Grzegorz Chrapla is the 
parish priest. Fr. Grzegorz is well 
known to Washington Polonia, hav-
ing visited OLQP parish several 
times. He is a missionary priest, 
originally from Poland. 

The image of St. John Paul II, 
which was painted by artist Janusz 
Migasiuk from Chicago, was fund-
ed by a group of Our Lady Queen 
of Poland parishioners.  [A painting 
of St. John Paul II by the same art-
ist hangs in the Our Lady Queen 
of Poland Parish church in Silver 
Spring.] The “messengers” received 
a very warm welcome from the 
local people and the priests.  We 
had a chance to see and experience 
the dedication and hard work of Fr. 

Grzegorz and to participate in a sol-
emn, very special, Holy Mass.  We 
were particularly impressed by how 
the people love the priest and how 
well he communicates with them in 
Spanish.

Father Grzegorz’s dream is to 
install the delivered St. John Paul 
II image together with images of 
the Merciful Jesus and Sister St. 

Faustina, along with the relics of 
the two Saints, in the Camajuani 
church, thus spreading the message 
of God’s Mercy among the Cuban 
people, who so desperately need it.

The installation is planned for 
Divine Mercy Sunday, on April 28, 
2019. Much help and support, espe-
cially lots of prayers, are needed to 
accomplish this goal. 

Our Lady  
Queen of Poland  

9700 Rosensteel Avenue 
Silver Spring, MD

Rev. Jerzy Frydrych, 
S. Chr. Pastor 
301-589-1857

Bozenna Buda, OPT Editor  
301-495-3377 

bbudadc@gmail.com

The OLQP parishioners who traveled to Cuba to deliver the painting of St. 
John Paul II standing with Fr. Grzegorz Chrapla are Joanna Roberts, Dorota 
Ponikiewska, and Viola Migasiuk.

OPT

OLQP Pastor Rev. Jerzy Frydrych with the Choir, led by Mr. Janusz Bilinski, that 
performed the Koledy (Polish Christmas carols) on January 6, 2019. The art-
ists included Adam Zgol, Aleksandra Bilinski, Jakub Hlasko,   and several of 
them played on more than one instrument. Julia Lechliter, Mireille Lechliter, 
Natalia Hlasko, Oliver Bilinski, Paula Hlasko, Sebastian Bilinski, Victoria 
Stanislawek and Sister Danuta Przybylek.

OPT

St. Nicholas visited Our Lady Queen of Poland Parish on December 9, 
2018, and gave out presents to children. 

The Offertory procession at Our Lady Queen of Poland Parish on the 
Feast of the Epiphany, January 6, 2019. OLQP Pastor Fr. Jerzy Frydrych 
accepts the Offertory gifts from Polish Scouts Artyiom and Daniel who 
are accompanied by altar servers and other parish children. 

OLQP parish children presented their good deed hearts to Baby Jesus 
in the manger on January 6th. During Advent, children noted the good 
deeds they did on cut-out hearts and then brought them to church to 
place in the manger on the feast of the Three Kings. 

It pays to advertise in 
Our Parish Times
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The Eucharist’s Secret Helpers
By Susan Ahearn

T he Linen Ladies. That’s how 
Church of the Resurrection 
parishioner Roberta “Bobbie” 

Newell refers to herself and four 
other women who care for the lin-
ens used on the altar during Mass. 
Newell, who is retired, has taught 
CCD at Resurrection and she was 
asked to take over as coordinator of 
the small linens ministry.

According to Newell, members 
of the group rotate the job of laun-
dering the altar linens. “We wash 
and iron the small linens used for all 
Masses,” she said. “These include 
corporals, purificators, finger tow-
els and other small towels for dry-
ing some vessels.” 

There is a very specific meth-
od used to clean the altar linens. 
“To launder the linens,” Newell 
explained, “the ones stained with 
the Precious Blood are soaked in a 
solution of white vinegar and water. 
The purificators with lipstick on 
them are treated with a commercial 
stain remover. Then, they’re soaked 
in the vinegar solution.”

There is also a special way to 
dispose of the vinegar and water 
solution used in cleaning the altar 
linens.  “The vinegar and water 
solution used cannot be poured 
down a normal drain but must be 
emptied into the ground. The lin-
ens must have the vinegar solution 
rinsed from them. All linens are 
then washed in hot water, detergent 
and bleach.  No fabric softener is 
used in the drying process.” 

Next, a specific procedure is 
used when ironing the altar linens. 
“Heavy duty spray starch is used 
to iron the corporals. The purifica-
tors are dampened with water and 
ironed,” said Newell. When the 
altar linens have been cleaned and 
ironed, they are returned to the 
church and kept in a special place.  

The other volunteers in the 
altar linens are Elaine Auld, Mary 
Bombo, Margorie Moise and Ann 
Munson. They communicate by 
email or telephone to decide on 
when and who will do the laundry.  
“Each week, one of us will pick up 
the dirty laundry sometime after the 
last Mass on Sunday. After wash-

ing and ironing it, she returns it 
the following Saturday,” explained 
Newell. So, when the Bread of Life 
and the Precious Blood are cleanly 
given, thank the Linen Ladies!   

Resurrection

Resurrection Debuts a New Christmas Pageant
By Emily Kranking 

O n every December 24th, the 
Church of the Resurrection 
always hosts its annual 

Christmas Children’s Pageant. During 
the pageant, the children of the parish 
gather to tell the story of the birth of 
Jesus Christ. But this year, the pag-
eant was completely rewritten. 

Last year, the format of the Mass 
changed, which introduced a flag 
portion from the children and new 
songs. This year, the storytelling itself 
was written, due to a lower participa-
tion from children this year. “We 
needed to make a quick decision 
as to how best to continue with so 
few participants,” commented direc-
tor Catherine Halpin. “In past years, 
we’ve had close to 20 kids partici-
pating from the start. So this was 
extremely odd to see so few kids at 

the first rehearsal.”
Minus the inclusion of Mary and 

Joseph, the pageant was completely 
rewritten. Instead of the iconic story 
of the Nativity, the children reacted 
the famous scene from A Charlie 
Brown Christmas where Linus recites 
Luke 2:8-20 with additional dialogue 
by Halpin. “The Charlie Brown 
Christmas Special has been a tradi-
tion for so many,” she says. “The 
way Linus, alone on the stage in that 
simple moment, really does help us 
focus.”  

However, as the rehearsals went 
on, the number of the cast started 
to grow. By the time there were 
enough children for the original pag-
eant, it was too late in the process 
to revert back. However, the shorten 
pageant was admired by everyone on 
the team. “We got some nice input 
from our children volunteers,” said 

Fr. Barry. “A girl said that she could 
easily handle the Linus part, and she 
immediately auditioned and won the 
part! We wrote the pageant around 
that suggestion!”

Will the new Christmas pageant 
be permanent? Father Barry and 
Catherine Halpin aren’t planning on 
it! “Maybe next year, a zip line and a 
fog machine for the angels to fly in!” 
Halpin laughed. Turning the answer 
to Fr. Barry, he explains, “I have 
written about fifteen different ver-
sions of Christmas pageants, and I 
keep coming up with new ideas for 
them. The main thing is to focus on 
the children’s participation. During 
the Year of Mercy, I had a Mercy 
House built and the children looked 
at Christmas as Jesus coming to build 
a house (or world) of mercy. That was 
a good idea. Maybe I can duplicate it 
somehow.”

The Journey of Faith Continues 
by Ana Maria P. de Jesus, EPS DC 15

A s the catechetical school 
year began, the Religious 
Education Program of the 

parish initiated a community jour-
ney where together students, par-
ents and teachers enhanced their 
faith with activities appropriate for 
the season.  Following the theme 
“Enlisting Witnesses for Jesus 
Christ” offered by the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops 
for the catechetical year, several 
youthful events encouraged each 
stakeholder to claim their roles as 
faith witnesses to the fulfillment of 
God’s promise. 

For Thanksgiving, the seventh 
and eighth graders filled-up the 
Thanksgiving totes with food items 
donated by the parishioners. These 

items were sorted and stacked on 
the tables that were set up at the 
Keffer Center. Meanwhile, some 
students lined up like an assembly 
line and efficiently filled up the col-
orful tote bags for the Montgomery 
County families that needed assis-
tance. The fun-filled helpful activ-
ity gave witness to the practice of 
one of the corporal works of mercy. 

One of the first semester’s fam-
ily service activities was held at 
the Amadeo Room on Sunday, 
December 2 when the parents-in-
attendance, along with the stu-
dents’ assistants, showed up to help 
the catechists collect and sort the 
Christmas food, baby items and toys 
for the distribution. Meanwhile, the 
students exhibited their artistic tal-
ents by competing in a poster con-

test sponsored by the Knights of 
Columbus Bishop Lyons Council 
#9808 with the theme “Keep Christ 
in Christmas.”  Later, each student 
received a candy cane with the 
background of its origin printed in 
each small package.  

On a Sunday in December, the 
Christmas Food Donation bags 
were packed with the help of the 
sixth graders. Later, on a separate 
day, volunteer parishioners oblig-
ingly distributed them to the needy 
families of Montgomery County.   

Finally, just before the students 
took their holiday vacation, Kevin 
Hassett, a parish volunteer, provid-
ed a thirty-minute Nativity presen-
tation to seventh and eighth-grade 
students. He shared his insights on 
the background and the practice 

of displaying the Nativity scene. 
About forty-six students converged 
at the Youth Center to hear his 
presentation and to appreciate the 

Bethlehem Scene that his family 
donated to the parish. 

As we begin a new year, the jour-
ney of faith continues.  

Church of the  
Resurrection Parish 
3315 Greencastle Road 

Burtonsville, MD

Rev. John M. Barry 
Parish Administrator 

301-288-4662

Amy Horn,  
Susan Ahearn 
Parish Editors 
240-205-3195

Photo by Church of the Resurrection

After the pageant, children were invited to talk to Fr. Barry. “The kids have a 
lot to say that contributes to the message that night,” said Fr. Barry. “We make 
it their Christmas Mass.” 

OPT

Photo by Ana Maria de Jesus

Families gather to design posters. 

OPT

Photos by John Small

The Church of the Resurrection threw its annual Winterfest on Nov. 30 and 
Dec.1. It was a successful affair with shopping, music, food, raffles and fun! 

It pays to  
advertise in 
Our Parish 

Times
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people closer to an issue know bet-
ter what is needed than a large and 
far-off organization.

The principle was articulated in 
the 1931 encyclical Quadragesimo 
Anno by Pope Pius XI. That encyc-
lical concerned issues of the social 
and economic order in light of the 
growing power of fascist and com-
munist states. Subsidiarity is still 
important to us today considering 
the growth of our institutions.

It is always helpful for us to 
know what we are doing and why 
we are acting. Below are some 
examples of the work of the J&A 
Council and how they reflect sub-
sidiarity.

Meeting with new Council 
member Gabe Albornoz

The J&A Council will host 
Councilmember Gave Albornoz at 
our Wednesday, February 27 meet-
ing at Holy Redeemer Church, 
Kensington. This is a way we prac-
tice subsidiarity. We will discuss 
with him how he plans to respond 
to the needs of poor and vulner-
able people in the County. These 
gatherings in the past have typically 
been quite engaging, stimulating, 
and yes, even fun! You are invited. 
Consider coming. The meeting is 
from 7:30 to 9:30. Light refresh-
ments will be served.

We hope to invite other new 
members to meetings in the future.

Upcoming county budget 
forums

The new County Executive 
Marc Elrich is holding five budget 
forums across the county as part 
of process of preparing the county 
budget. County residents are invit-
ed to present their priorities. 

J&A members will be attending 
several of them. We will focus on 
the needs of people living at the 
margins of society. We have attend-
ed budget forums in the past and 
are often the only people there who 
express concern for the safety net 
for vulnerable and needy residents. 
Others tend to focus on schools, 
libraries, roads and public services. 

Our concern reflects the call of 
Catholic social teaching to care 

for the poor and vulnerable. As the 
U.S. bishops state, “The test of a 
just society is how the poor and vul-
nerable are treated.” We are typi-
cally thanked profusely by County 
officials for bringing up this issue. 
The remaining forum is February 
4 at 7:00 p.m. at Bethesda-Chevy 
Chase High School.

County Council briefings, 
hearings and discussions

J&A Council members are also 
keeping an eye on upcoming activi-
ties of the County Council, such as 
their briefings, hearing and discus-
sions, especially when they reflect 
our priorities and concerns. This is 
another way we promote subsidiar-
ity.

Each year, we look at our priori-
ties. We will have done that at our 
January meeting, which was held 
after the deadline for OPT copy. 
We will report on them in a future 
issue. In the past, our priorities 
have typically focused on the need 
for more affordable housing in the 
County, needs of the safety net for 
the poor and vulnerable, and often 
on public transportation.

New J&A officers
In December, the J&A Council 

elected new officers. New co-chairs 
are Brian Dorsey of St. Paul’s in 
Damascus and Larry Couch of St. 
Elizabeth’s in Rockville. We don’t 
have a secretary yet. If you are 
interested in serving as secretary, 
please let us know! 

We thank both Cathy Couch and 
Ann Barbagallo for their four years 
of service as co-chairs. They served 
generously, selflessly, and gracious-
ly. We thank them for their time and 
desire to help advocate for issues of 
importance to the Catholic Church 
in Montgomery County.

Dates to remember
Catholics in Annapolis with the 

Maryland Catholic Conference is 
February 21. J&A Council meeting 
with Gabe Albornoz is February 27. 
Consider attending both.

Anthony Bosnick is a member of 
the J&A Council and is Director of 
Social Concerns and Adult Faith 
Formation at St. Francis of Assisi 
Parish in Derwood.

J&A COUNCIL 
Con’t from page 3
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Washington University; her disser-
tation was on identity development 
in adolescents.

Before working at NCEA, Dr. 
Edmonson spent 25 years both in the 
classroom and as an administrator 
in Catholic schools. Dr. Edmondson 
served as the Superintendent of 
Catholic Schools in Baltimore, 
overseeing 68 schools, including 13 
independent high schools. In 2017, 
Archbishop William Lori honored 
her with the Doris Musil Award for 
Excellence in Catholic Education 
for her work directing the devel-
opment and execution of a school 
governance model, revising curric-
ulum, establishing a comprehensive 

teacher certification protocol, and 
developing partnerships with three 
Catholic universities.

Dr. Edmondson, who will be 
the eighth Head of Visitation since 
1900, will begin on July 1, 2019. 
She follows the three-decade tenure 
of Dan Kerns, who joined Visitation 
as Assistant Head in 1986 and 
became Headmaster in 1989.

The first lay leader of the school, 
Mr. Kerns built on the strong leg-
acy of the Sisters of the Visitation 
while championing educational 
advancements; he has overseen 
the strengthening of the school’s 
competitive academic program, the 
development of world-class facili-
ties, the cultivation of financial sta-
bility, and the creation of a dynamic 
vision for the future.  

EDMONSON 
Con’t from page 3
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HAPPENINGS IN OUR BLUE RIBBON SCHOOL
School reports provided by  
Mrs. Catherine Skibo

Winter Band Concert
Once again St. Jane de Chantal’s 

incredible band director, Mrs. 
Tifford, and the beginner and 
advanced bands wowed parents, 
faculty and students alike with the 
Winter Concert. The beginner band 
is comprised of students brand new 
to playing an instrument in the 
fourth grade. Both bands are strong 
in numbers and sound! Holiday 
favorites such as Jingle Bells and 
Jolly Old St. Nicholas were per-
formed along with more traditional 
pieces such as Little Drummer Boy 
and Good King Wenceslas. The 
band brought the Christmas spirit to 
the St. Jane de Chantal School with 
all their beautiful music, talented 
playing and fancy Christmas attire.

Choir Christmas Concert
On a Friday evening in 

December, the St. Jane de Chantal 
Children’s Choir joined with the 
Maplewood Choir to present a 
Christmas concert to students, fac-
ulty, and Maplewood residents. 
Choir members sang holiday tunes 
from around the world, including 
a song in German and a tradition-
al Spanish song. Students played 
ukuleles to accompany many of 
the more modern Christmas songs. 
Dressed in Santa hats, red scarves 
and red sweaters, the choir helped 
to put everyone in an excellent 
Christmas spirit with their beautiful 
voices and song!

Catholic Charities Coat Drive
In early January, the St. Jane de 

Chantal School hosted a Catholic 

Charities Coat Drive. Participants 
cleared out their closest and 
dropped off their donations of coats 
to the school’s front office as a gen-
erous act to help keep less fortunate 
members of our community warm 
this cold winter. 

Third Place Chess Award Goes 
to First Grader 

Congratulations to St. Jane de 
Chantal School’s first grader, Piper 
Trent, for placing third in an area 
Chess Tournament. Piper is part of 
the school’s active and competitive 
St. Jane de Chantal Chess Club 
that meets weekly throughout the 
school year. This was an outstand-
ing achievement for a first grader! 

St. Jane de Chantal

Active Shooter Preparedness at St. Jane de Chantal School

T he St. Jane de Chantal Home 
and School Association orga-
nized an important presenta-

tion for parents and teachers of the 
school. Law enforcement person-
nel from the Montgomery County 
Police Department spoke during a 
January evening on the essential 
role that parents play in preparing 
their children on how to respond 
in the event of an active shooting. 
They also presented alarming facts, 
such as that there are more guns 
than people in the United States, 
and in 2018 there were 340 mass 
shootings, a number similar to the 
previous years. 

The speakers were all well-sea-
soned trained policemen, and they 
provided excellent tips and instruc-
tions about what to do when facing 
a tragedy. Even if hard to do, they 
emphasized that there is nothing 

wrong with talking to our children 
in an age-appropriate way. Telling 
your child to be prepared, to run 
for shelter, hide if they can, and be 
ready to fight back were all invalu-
able and practical advice these 

experts relayed to the audience. 
Parents and teachers left the pre-
sentation feeling empowered and 
more ready to confront a situation 
that we pray will never happen in 
our school.

Parents and teachers filled the gymnasium to hear expert advice and practical 
information from Montgomery County law enforcement officials.  
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Cupcakes for Life—Because Every Child  
Deserves a Birthday Cupcake!
The Shrine of St. Jude Pro-Life Committee held its annual Cupcakes for Life sale 
the weekend of Jan 12–13 to raise money for a bus to transport parishioners to 
the 2019 March for Life. Once again, the sale was successful and enough money 
was raised to rent the bus. A huge thank you to all of the generous people who 
baked, purchased, and sold cupcakes in support of Pro-Life. 

Shrine of St. Jude

Shrine of St. Jude at the March for Life 2019
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Three Wise Men at St. Michael the Archangel Parish
By Elia Gonzalez

O n Saturday, January 5, the 
Three Wise Men Balthasar, 
Melchior, and Caspar with 

their camels embarked on a special 
journey to Silver Spring, Maryland. 

Where over 100 people young and 
old gathered to welcome the travel-
ers to St. Michael the Archangel 
parish. During their visit, the chil-
dren of the parish listened carefully 
to the retelling of the Three Wise 
Men’s special story. 

Following the story, the children 
of the parish were given the oppor-
tunity to speak with the wise men 
and to ask them questions. Many of 
the children wanted to learn more 
about the significance of the gifts 
of gold, frankincense, and myrrh 

that the Wise Men were taking to 
the infant Jesus. The children also 
presented the Wise Men with letters 
they had specially written to Jesus. 
These letters for Jesus contained 
their petitions and gift requests. 
Unlike letters to Santa, these letters 

were filled with gifts that only Jesus 
could give them.  After the Wise 
Men parted the children and their 
families enjoyed some fellowship 
and snacks to bring an end to an 
exciting afternoon.

The Giving Tree
By Sandra Bonne-Année

E ach year during the season 
of Advent the faithful are 
called to prepare themselves 

for Christ’s Second Coming and 
his birth through prayer, penance 
and fasting. During the four weeks 
of Advent, the parishioners of St. 
Michael are also called upon to give 
to local families in need of assis-
tance through the Giving Tree. Each 
year St Michael’s own Matthew 25 
adorns the Giving Tree with orna-
ments that provide families with 
gift cards for groceries, gifts or 
other essentials. 

Through the generosity and sup-
port of the parishioners this year’s 
Giving Tree received 248 gift cards 

the blessed 38 families, which rep-
resented 130 individuals, in time for 
Christmas. In addition, the parish 
was able to provide 60 gift cards 
to Crossways Community and 42 
to TESS organization. The remain-
ing gift cards were provided to 
the rectory office for individuals 
requesting assistance after the holi-
days. Matthew 25 also received a 
monetary donation from Sodality 
that was used to sponsor a fam-
ily of seven from the parish. The 
parishioners, Sodality and Matthew 
25 should all be commended for 
making this Christmas truly merry 
for so many.  

As the parish continues to cel-
ebrate the year of service, the suc-
cess of the giving tree is a won-

derful reminder that sharing our 
treasures with others allows us to 
become a parish community that 
is passionate about the good of all 
people.   

St. Michael

St. Michael’s Parish 
805 Wayne Avenue 
Silver Spring, MD

Rev. Msgr. Eddie Tolentino,  
Pastor 

301-589-1155

Edwin Méndez,  
OPT Editor 

301-589-1155

Reuniting with RCIA Alumni
By Nicole Calaro

O n December 1, 2018, St. Michael the Archangel 
hosted our first RCIA Alumni Event. We had 
parishioners who completed RCIA (English 

and Spanish) from 2010–2018 join in on the event. 
The theme was “Growing in Faith: Nurturing and 
Developing Our Personal Relationships with Christ.” 
Many were open and eager to share their faith journey, 
from what brought them to RCIA and what they have 
been doing to deepen their relationship with Christ.

The RCIA leaders have long desired to host an event 

to bring together past RCIA alumni in response to 
studies that state that anywhere from 50-90% of newly 
initiated Catholics stop going to church within a year 
after Easter Vigil. Our RCIA goal is twofold. One: 
evangelize and share our faith with the current group of 
catechumens and candidates so they can receive their 
sacraments on Easter Vigil. Two: create and support a 
community of RCIA alumni who remain active in the 
parish life.

We look forward to growing our parish through the 
RCIA program. 

The Three Wise Men and their camels were greeted by the parishioners of St. Michael’s Parish for an afternoon of storytelling, learning and fellowship.
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The youth choir and members of 
the parish sing of joy and the birth 
of Jesus to resident of Terrace 
Retirement Community. This annual 
event allows the youth of St Michael’s 
parish to share with the community 
the celebration of Christmas.  

into a winter wonderland for families 
and children to enjoy. In addition to 
a hot breakfast prepared by Mary 
of Nazareth parent volunteers, chil-
dren could write their wish lists and 
deliver them personally to Santa. A 
Christmas shop was available where 
guests could purchase gifts for loved 

ones. Additionally, children got to 
enjoy creating their own Christmas 
crafts in the craft room. Breakfast 
with St. Nick is one of the school’s 
most beloved holiday events, as it 
brings all members of the school 
community for a morning of fel-
lowship and festivity. Our schools is 
deeply grateful to all members of the 
HSA, especially those on the decora-
tions committee, for helping to con-
tinue this tradition from year to year. 

FAVORITE 
Con’t from page 19
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Toys for Tots – MoN families 
donated toys to children whose par-
ents cannot afford to buy them gifts 
for Christmas.

Christmas Cards – Patients in 
local hospitals received hand written 
cards, picture, and notes from our 
students. 

Soles4Souls – Together, our 
school community collected 1,003 
pairs of shoes to benefit children and 

families around the world who need 
adequate footwear to attend school 
and work.

Box of Joy – Through this social 
concerns project, 120 boxes and 
$506.25 were collected so that chil-
dren overseas can receive presents 
on Christmas.

Share the Warmth Coat Drive – 
The MoN community is currently 
collecting coats for the Interfaith 
Works Clothing Center to provide 
families and individuals in need 
with quality used clothing and home 
goods.

SERVICE 
Con’t from page 19
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celebrating Mass together in St. 
Patrick’s Cathedral together, with a 
special homily reminding students 
to be present with God in all they 
do. Students recall the trip as being a 

once in a lifetime experience, spent 
with lifelong friends. This trip is one 
of the many ways Mary of Nazareth 
School honors it’s students and their 
hard work. Congratulations to each 
member of our eighth-grade class 
- we look forward to saluting you 
again in the spring as graduation 
draws near. 

NYC TRIP 
Con’t from page 19
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Alexis Braswell, Eden Tewodros, 
Clare Rowedder, Santiago Tellez-
Leon, Caleb Garcia, Rebecca 
Balladares, Sally Gitau, Morgan 
Hough, and Elizabeth Breece. 

This year’s spring musical follows 
the brilliant success of last year’s 

Legally Blonde The Musical JR., 
also directed by Ms. Sella. 

Mark your calendars now to go 
“into the woods” with SJRCS’s Drama 
Club production! Performances 
will be April 12-13, 2019, in the 
Thaddeus Room of SJRCS, with a 
7 p.m. curtain. Refreshments will be 
sold before the curtain goes up and 
during intermission. Please come out 
and support the SJRCS Drama Club!

DRAMA CLUB 
Con’t from page 24
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St. Mary’s Church to host Fifth Annual Antique Show, 
Live Auction, and Sale to Benefit Local Charities

T his coming President’s Day 
Weekend (February 16 and 17 
from noon to 5 pm each day), 

St. Mary’s Church in Barnesville 
will host their “5th Annual Antique 
Show and Sale” to benefit several 
local charities. Over 400 visitors 
are expected to peruse and buy 
hundreds of antiques, some dating 
back 400 years, from 15 regional 
antique dealers. 

During the two-day event, 
known for its quality and variety of 
antiques and collectibles, there will 
be a “silent” auction; and, for the 
first time, St. Mary’s Church will 
conduct a “live” auction from 3 pm 
to 5 pm on Saturday, February 16th. 
During the live auction, each dealer 

will have the opportunity to list 
one antique item, while individual 
patrons can list as many as three 

pieces. A small listing fee and com-
mission will be retained for each 
auctioned item.

At the close of the charitable event 
on Sunday afternoon (February 
17) the Knights of Columbus will 
draw a lucky raffle ticket, enabling 
the winner to receive the Antique 
Show’s Grand Prize.

The cost of admission is only 
$5 with proceeds benefiting local 
charities, who daily meet the needs 
of our most vulnerable population. 
“In 2018, the Knights of Columbus 
donated nearly $4,000 from this 
event to local charities and, with 
your help, we expect to surpass 
this amount in 2019,” said James 
Abernethy, the council’s Grand 
Knight.

Toward this goal, the Knights 
of Columbus are asking the public 
to donate any unwanted antiques, 
which would be sold at silent auc-
tion during the event. Those, who 
wish to donate or participate in 
some other capacity, are requested 
to contact Donald Patti at 866-478-
8080 or send an email to info@
saintmarysantiques.com. 

St. Mary’s Parish 
18230 Barnesville Road 
Barnesville, MD 20838

Rev. Kevin O'Reilly, 
Pastor 

(301) 972-8660 
www.stmaryonline.com

St. Mary - Barnesville

Prepare a way for the Lord
S t. Mary’s Faith Community 

began their preparation for 
the birth of Jesus on the 

first Sunday of Advent. Once a 
month, parish youth host a mass.  
For Advent, the seventh grade 
read the Word and the younger 
children led the congregation in 
song from the altar.  From the 
choir loft, St. Mary’s student can-
tor and musicians assisted. The 
Jesse Tree in the Sanctuary con-
tained dozens of tags with 
names of needy families 
and patients at Springfield 
Hospital, Sykesville, MD. 
Food donations were 
accepted for the 25 bas-
kets that are prepared 
each year by the Youth 
Group. 

The Pavilion was 
a-buzz with activities 
for Advent which cre-
ated an environment of 
faith and service.

The Sodality spon-
sored service activities 
to support the Shady 
Grove Pregnancy 
Center. Donations and 
gently used baby items 
were collected. The 
Annual Cookie Bake 
Sale proceeds also 
went to the Center. 
Purses filled with toi-
letries, hats, gloves, and 
some gift cards, were 
donated to the Dorothy 
Day Center. The Haiti 
committee supported 
our twinning parish with 
Christmas Cards, Haiti 
Ornaments and Coffee 
sales.

The children were 

provided a vari-
ety of Advent and 
Christmas crafts. 
The craft theme 
offered a spiritual 
reflection to assist 
the children on their 
path through Advent. 
The children had a 
wonderful time during 
these activities. Donut 
Sunday coincided, 
and is always a special 
treat!

The women of the 
parish participated in 
an evening of prayer, 
reflection, and din-
ner at “Advent by 
Candlelight.” The room 
was lit from the glow 
provided by each table’s 

unique Advent Wreath. A spiritual 
reflection was provided by Father 
Stephen Ellis.

Adults of the parish participated 
in Faith Study on Bishop Baron’s 
series on the Mass each Sunday 
night. Sunday Scriptures with Fr. 
Kevin was offered each Tuesday 
morning.

Each week during Advent, each 
religious education class had an 
Advent Wreath at their Prayer 
Station. As the weeks progressed, 
all prepared for our program 
Pageant. The class Pageant was 
performed for parents and families 
during the last class in December, 
followed by a reception.  Children 
who were available participated in 
the Pageant at Christmas Eve Mass.

A locally donated 200-year old table 
for auction or raffle
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At left, Devin Galentine 
read The Word during 
Mass

Below, Crafts and Donuts

Above, youngest children provided the 
beat

Above, Diana Snouffer prepared 
an Advent Wreath to represent our 
Twinning Parish in Haiti

At left, Advent by Candlelight

At left, Father 
Kevin and 
children used 
movement for 
closing song
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his mother-in-law. They found a faith 
home at St. Rose of Lima Parish in 
Gaithersburg, where Stamper served 
as a catechist teaching eighth grad-
ers preparing for the Sacrament of 
Confirmation, helped with youth 
ministry and joined the Knights of 
Columbus, an organization that has 
grounded Stamper’s adult faith for-
mation along the various stops in 
his life. 

“The natural next step seemed 
to be working with young adults,” 
Stamper said. “I could create and 
help create something firmer for peo-
ple transitioning into young adult-
hood.”  

Currently, six Catholic churches 
in Montgomery County – St. Francis 
of Assisi; St. Rose of Lima; St. 
Mary’s, St. Patrick’s and Shrine of 
St. Jude in Rockville; and Mother 
Seton in Germantown work with 
270Catholic in helping cultivate 
their young adults into disciples of 
Christ. Each month, those church-
es convene 40-100 young adults at 
group events. Stamper believes he 
can help continue building the faith 
of young adults through developing 
more small groups, small communi-

ties and larger community outreach. 
Given the myriad distractions 

competing for young people’s atten-
tion, Stamper recognizes that reach-
ing young adults will be an ongoing 
challenge. “You have to find some-
thing that pierces through the busy-
ness,” he said. 

Stamper said he will continue rely-
ing on existing 270Catholic volun-
teers -- both administrative and small 
group leaders -- to help the group 
realize its goals. He also places faith 
in the individual, who he feels can be 
inspired by others living their faith 
openly and authentically. 

“The only way to reach someone 
is to show them that the faith of a 
practicing Catholic is different than 
what society sees,” Stamper said. “If 
life is a river, then being Catholic is 
the rock that stops the flow of water 
in the river.” 

While he continues getting accli-
mated to his new job, Stamper is also 
completing his final semester at the 
Montgomery College-Germantown 
campus, where he is studying sec-
ondary education.  

Fr. Berard points to the “great joy” 
Stamper brings to his new role at 
270Catholic. “He wants to make sure 
the job is done well and completely, and 
I think that will end up being his greatest 
attribute,” Fr. Berard said. 

STAMPER 
Con’t from page 1
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Problem Solvers
T he St. Patrick’s Robotics 

Team, the Brilliant Badgers, 
competed in a tournament on 

January 5, 2019 at the Universities 
in Shady Grove. They prepared 
three presentations, were evalu-
ated in three judging sessions, and 
competed in three official robot 
matches.  “The tournament was an 
exciting way for our Badgers to 
showcase their accomplishments, 
and celebrate their hard work 
throughout the past four months,” 
commented Robotics Coach, Helina 
Haileselassie.

The Robotics team participates 
as a part of the First Lego League 
program for students in grades 4-8.  
The challenge for this school year 
is titled “Into Orbit” where teams 
are tasked to research challenges 
that astronauts face when living 
and working in space.  Their work 
is focused on designing a robot to 
solve a mission and identifying and 
solving a physical or social problem 
faced by humans living in space.  
The students embrace the first phi-
losophies of the First Lego League 
program which include “discovery, 
innovation, impact, inclusion, team-
work, and fun.”  The team worked on 
the impact of zero gravity and expo-
sure to cosmic rays on astronauts in 
space.  The Brilliant Badgers pro-
posed adding a health room to the 
space station that included quan-
tum levitation and shielding from 
cosmic rays.  Members from the 

St. Patrick’s School team include 
Michael Agboli, Abiy Girum, 
Hannah Girum, Nati Girum, Daniel 
Stone, and Theo TerHaar.

Additionally, the school has two 
First Lego League Junior teams 
for students in grades Kindergarten 
through fourth grade.  These 
two teams will participate in an 
expo on January 20, 2019 at the 
Bullis School.  They will show-
case their projects in the “Mission 
Moon” challenge.  Participants 
include William Antonucci, Declan 
Cramp, Aidan Devlaliwalla, Ryan 
Farren, Reagan Lukes, Zoe Lukes, 
Raymond McKelvey, Alexandra 
Potter, Maggie Smith, Juliette 
Stone, Rachel Stone, and Evan 
TerHaar.

St. Patrick’s Parish 
4101 Norbeck Road 

Rockville, MD

Rev. Msgr. Charles J. Parry 
Pastor 

301-924-2284

St. Patrick’s School 
Ms. Christie Anne Short, 

Principal 
301-929-9672

Parish Editor  
New Volunteer Needed  
Contact rectory to apply

St. Patrick

Under the 
Sea
St. Patrick’s School 
students were hard 
at work on a recent 
Saturday after-
noon in rehearsal 
for the school 
musical, “The 
Little Mermaid.”  
Performances will 
be held on April 
5, 6, and 7 at the 
Parish Center’s 
Shamrock Theater 
in Rockville.

Spreading Good Cheer
On December 12, the fifth- grade class of St. Patrick’s School visited Grace 
House, an assisted living home in Silver Spring, to share come Christmas cheer 
with the residents.  The students sang Christmas carols, visited with the resi-
dents, and played some spirited games of bingo.  Alex Guarini commented, “I 
think the fifth-grade students had just as much fun as the residents did because 
we all enjoyed putting smiles on each other’s faces.”  This has been a Christmas 
tradition for fifth graders at the school for more than a decade.
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St. Bart’s music teacher turns playwright and composer

S t. Bartholomew School’s 
annual Christmas pageant 
featured a toe-tapping, smile-

inducing original production by 
music teacher Daniel Villar. Set in a 
modern-day school with flashbacks 
to the time of Christ’s birth, Get 
Yourselves to Bethlehem! explores 
how the Little Drummer Boy could 
be a role in a school Christmas pag-
eant if he is not mentioned in the 
Bible. Villar, himself an alumnus 
of St. Bart’s, spent months on the 
project. “For several years, Mrs. 
Rebaudengo, our religion teacher, 
kept mentioning that she wanted 

us to do a Christmas pageant featuring the story of the 
Little Drummer Boy,” says Mr. Villar. “I started think-
ing of ways to turn a three-verse song into an hour-long 
production. I came up with lyrics and music for the 
original songs first, and then kept writing and rewriting 
the script.” 

The finished score includes Villar’s original songs 
as well as traditional Christmas favorites. “It was a 
thrill to see the ideas I had bouncing around in my head 
come to life, and the positive reaction from the parents 
and St. Bart’s community was just the icing on the 
cake.” Anyone interested in learning more about Get 
Yourselves to Bethlehem! can reach Mr. Villar at www.
danielvillar.com. 

St. Bartholomew

Above, music teacher Mr. Daniel Villar smiles after the 
premiere of his Christmas pageant

At left, the Little Drummer Boy arrives at the nativity, in a 
scene from Get Yourselves to Bethlehem!

OPT
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and many things petty invoking 
shameful levels of incivility. Many 
Catholics turned to their faith for 
spiritual relief and comfort from 
these and other distractions. Yet, 
recent revelations regarding cler-
gy abuse, institutional deceit and 
intrigue in the Church have shaken 
trust and distracted many from the 
refuge of their beloved faith. What 
in the world is a faithful Catholic 
to do to resist distraction and focus 
on Christ?

Managing overwhelming distrac-
tions and recommitting ourselves 
to a devout focus on the true mean-
ing of Christ’s teachings are good 
resolutions for the New Year.  It 
may help with our resolutions 
to focus on three early events in 
Christ’s life.   Remember the story 
in Luke, Chapter 2, in which the 
boy Jesus wanders off to teach in 
the Temple.  Found by his terri-
fied parents after several days of 
being lost, he responds to their 
question of why he wandered by 
telling them He had to be about 
His Father’s business. Seems a bit 

insensitive. Jesus’s likely intention 
was to remind us that God had a 
plan for His Son from which Jesus 
must not be distracted by anything 
worldly, not even by His parents. 

To prepare for His public min-
istry, the young man Jesus went 
on a retreat into the desert. Luke 
writes about this in Chapter 4.   As 
He prayed, Jesus was visited sev-
eral times by Satan who offered 
three tempting distractions.  Jesus 
rejected each distraction by focus-
ing on values inspired by the Holy 
Spirit; humanity does not live by 
bread alone; humanity must love 
and serve God; humanity must trust 
in God.

Finally, continuing in Chapter 4 
of Luke, the focused Jesus begins 
His public ministry by clearly and 
confidently introducing a new and 
reformed mission for the followers 
of God, succinctly spelling out its 
objectives from which He will not 
be distracted, even unto death. He 
boldly announced that He has been 
anointed by God to bring God’s 
Word to all people and to serve the 
poor and marginalized. 

Reflecting on these vignettes 
from Christ’s early life and other 
Gospel readings may be an effec-

tive antidote to distractions we are 
certain to face in 2019, especially 
those which will challenge our 
spiritual life. The clarity of Christ’s 
Gospel messages, especially the 
precision of the two great com-
mandments to love God and others, 
can guide us through the fog of 
distractions humankind has created.  
Today more than ever, our parishes 
can be centers of God’s love in 
which we find the fellowship, sup-
port and worship space essential 
for undistracted Christian focus.  
Rather than flee from our spiritual 
home, come help strengthen them 
for ourselves and each other.

During the month of January 
there are three important opportu-
nities to set distraction aside and 
focus intently on Catholic values. 
The first, act to honor the sanctity 
of all human life.    If you missed 
the March for Life and associated 
rallies, you can still advocate for 
life by writing letters to elected 
officials; establish or join a pro-life 
ministry in your parish; learn and 
reflect more upon the moral and 
ethical issues of life; volunteer with 
the frail elderly or disabled peo-
ple.  Another January opportunity 
for undistracted Catholic living is 

action to support Catholic schools 
during Catholic Schools Week, the 
final week of the month. Visit a 
Catholic school.  Attend the school 
Mass. Thank the staff and students 
for their commitment to Catholic 
education. Reaffirm your support 
for the parish school. Celebrate 
the spiritual and academic educa-
tion of children in CCD and those 
being home-schooled.  It is pain-
fully obvious today that our Church 
will be sustained much less by 
Church leadership and much more 
by the commitment of those who 
teach our children and the parishes 
that support their work.  

Lastly, each January we have the 
opportunity to refocus our attention 
upon Christ’s great call to social 
and racial justice when we cel-
ebrate the life and work of Martin 
Luther King, Jr.  Throughout the 
Gospels, Jesus models a commit-
ment to social justice by caring 
for the sick, forgiving sinners and 
encouraging the poor. His danger-
ously unpopular message included 
welcoming the non-Jew, Gentiles 
often despised by the Jewish gov-
erning authority as sinners and 
unworthy of God. In the end, Jesus 
died because of His uncompromis-

ing commitment to these principles.  
If you wish to sharpen your focus 
on these values, consider reading 
the entire letter written by Dr. King 
while he was being held in the 
Birmingham, Alabama jail (www.
africa.upenn.edu/Articles_Gen/
Letter_Birmingham.html). It’s 
lengthy, so you will have to find 
a time and place without distrac-
tion to fully absorb its grace and 
content.

Avoiding today’s many distrac-
tions and focusing on Gospel val-
ues and lessons is difficult.  After 
all, we are human and a weak 
match for the temptations of the 
evil one. Yet, with the help of our 
Lord, and support of our Catholic 
communities in local parishes, we 
will prevail and our faith will be 
sustained. Call to mind the difficult 
road Jesus chose for our salva-
tion. Where would humanity be 
today had He allowed Himself to 
be distracted at any point from his 
mission?

God Bless,
Chuck Short
cshort5@verizon.net

SHORT 
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Registration Now Open for 
Catholics in Annapolis
R egistration is now open 

for the Maryland Catholic 
Conference’s annual 

event, Catholics in Annapolis, 
which will be held on February 
21 starting at 3 p.m. 

Each year, the Maryland 
Catholic Conference welcomes 
hundreds of Catholics from 
across Maryland to the capital 
to meet face-to-face with leg-
islators and share the Church’s 
position on important issues. 

For the first time, this 
year’s event will kick off with 
the prayer of the Rosary for 
our elected leaders, led by 
Maryland’s bishops. Also new 
this year, inspiring speakers will 
address attendees to ignite pas-
sion for the issues. 

“Our goal is to bring the event 
back to the core of our faith with 
the Rosary and to light a fire in 
the hearts of those who come 

so they can go share that pas-
sion on these issues with their 
elected leaders,” said Jennifer 
Briemann, executive director of 
the Conference. “We want each 
person to leave inspired and 
continue to be engaged on the 
issues.” 

Among the key issues 
Catholics will be asked to 
advocate on this session are a 
proposed abortion rights con-
stitutional amendment, securing 
scholarships for low-income 
students, stopping the legaliza-
tion of assisted suicide, and 
protecting human rights.

“This summer, Maryland’s 
House Speaker said he would 
propose an amendment that 
would enshrine the so-called 
right to an abortion in our 
state’s Constitution. As it 
stands, Maryland already has 
some of the most permissive 

abortion laws in the nation and 
this effort would only waste 
critical state resources, divert-
ing time and attention away 
from issues that our state needs 
to address,” said Therese M. 
Hessler, associate director of 
Respect for Life. “This proposal 
threatens the value of Life in 
Maryland. If passed, it would 
make it virtually impossible to 
pass any future legislation that 
would sanction protection for 
our most vulnerable citizens: 
the unborn.” 

The Conference is encourag-
ing Catholics to join them in 
Annapolis on February 21 and 
stand up for life, justice and 
human rights. 

To reserve your spot today, 
visit www.catholicsinannapolis.
org or call 410-269-1155. A full 
agenda for the day and more 
info is available online. 

OPT
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Community

Catholic Schools Week, we settle 
back down into a more normal 
routine. The cold weather, includ-
ing snow, throws us off our normal 
schedules. It is dark in the morning 
and starting to get a little lighter 
in the early evening. But, all that 
makes for a sometimes cold, wet, 
and dreary winter. 

If that is true for us, who are so 
blessed with family and friends and 
lots of material blessings as well, 
what do you think it’s like for the 
homeless who live on our streets all 
throughout the year? For the past 
10 years there has been a “point of 
time” survey taken the last week 
of February. Non-profit groups, 
guided by the city, go out into the 
streets and the known gathering 
places for those without homes. 
Each year of the past 10 they arrive 
at a number of over 10,000 in the 
Washington area who are homeless 
on that particular weekend. There 
is some good news – about ½ of 
those people have found a place 
to sleep at night, with family or 
friends. The other ½ actually live 

on the streets with some in shelters. 
Catholic Charities has 1700 beds 
every night and an additional 200-
300 during the hypothermia season 
(under 32 degrees). It is shocking 
to realize that a couple thousand of 
these counted individuals are chil-
dren. I don’t know what is going to 
happen this year if the government 
shut-down doesn’t end soon. The 
numbers will grow for sure. People 
don’t deserve the inability of our 
Congress and President to find a 
solution that lets them keep their 
jobs and just as importantly, their 
homes. 

When I was younger, I used to 
love the snow, the days off, and the 
enjoyment of staying home. Now, 
a snow storm that closes down 
schools and government, reminds 
me of the many people who are 
able to get out of the elements by 
staying in one of our shelters. I 
think of more than 100 of our staff 
members who continue to work 
making sure the shelters stay open 
and viable during those difficult 
weather days. 

All of the above just speaks to 
how lucky I am, and I suspect 
you as well. If you have a warm 
home to live in and a roof over 

your head and three meals a day, 
with clothes on your back, you are 
blessed. Hopefully we all can do 
something this winter that allows 
us to be more conscious of those 
who are affected by the shut down 
or because of circumstances some-
times beyond their control, have no 
place to live. Coat drives, gathering 
of hats and gloves, and serving 
warm meals are one-way Catholic 
Charities makes a difference all 
throughout these winter months. 
I’m always struck by one quote 
that reminds me of how lucky I am. 
St. Basil said, “If you have 2 coats 
you’ve stolen one from the poor.” 
Since I have more than 2 coats, I 
have some work to do to make sure 
I’m taking care of those who are 
most in need. Catholic Charities 
allows me to do that every day. I 
would love to have your help if you 
are able to offer your time, talent, 
and treasure to help those who have 
been left behind. If you’d like to 
volunteer, please visit our website 
at www.catholiccharitiesdc.org and 
click on the VOLUNTEER tab to 
the right of the screen. We’d love 
to have your help. 

ENZLER 
Con’t from page 1
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formance included seasonal favor-
ites, O Little Town of Bethlehem, 
Carol of the Bells, and Joy to the 
World. The crowd favorite White 
Winter Hymnal includes a complex 
body percussion routine performed 
by the students while they sang. 
The Choir Director, Peter Nguyen 
commented “it was a fun and engag-
ing way for the choir to stand com-
pletely on their own without the use 
of any formal instruments or back-
ground tracking.”

The Christmas play titled “A Play 

in the Manger” featured an acting 
cast and crew from the sixth grade. 
The play was setup with six scenes 
allowing each grade of K-5 to per-
form a Christmas song relevant to 
the show during the scene transi-
tions. The play detailed the transfor-
mation of the main characters from 
being more concerned with their 
glory and fame to being humbled 
by Jesus’ presence. The principal 
Mrs. Whelan commented, “The play 
was a beautiful expression of our 
students’ faith!” This performance 
gave the children and parents alike a 
feeling of peace knowing that Jesus 
is our Savior and he is the reason for 
the season. 

SEASON 
Con’t from page 1
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learned to do the waltz, swing and 
tango. In the competition, the stu-
dents compete for the honor of 1st 
,2nd or ,3rd place in each dance for 
the coveted medal. 

The excitement builds leading 
up to the dance: Who will be your 
partner? What will you wear?  Will 

you win?  The boys and girls dress 
in semi-formal attire to make the 
event extra special. The parents are 
invited to the competition portion 
of the afternoon. The whole seventh 
and eighth-grade communities are 
involved in this event and although 
there are winners during the compe-
tition, this school activity promotes 
social interaction and teamwork to 
achieve their dancing goal so all the 
kids are stars! 

DANCING 
Con’t from page 15
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again this year.  There were defi-
nitely ‘good ole fashioned’ bidding 
wars taking place!”

The décor included many gor-
geous palm trees and other tropi-
cal plants that were donated for 
the event. The stage was set for a 
street theme from Havana includ-
ing bright beautiful color and 
even included a car! The authentic 

Cuban cuisine was mouth-water-
ingly delicious and was served with 
mojitos. There were salsa dancing 
lessons and even a cigar roller dur-
ing the gala! 

St. Peter’s School would like to 
extend its sincere appreciation for 
those that help support the event by 
volunteering, attending, sponsoring 
or donating auction items to the 
gala! We look forward to another 
successful event again in the 2019-
20 school year!

GALA 
Con’t from page 15
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construction of igloos by watching 
videos of Alaskans building igloos 
and they read and discussed impor-
tant parts of an igloo.

The structural requirements for 
their igloo were as follows: 6-inch 
diameter bottom, a dome top, an 
opening and strong enough to with-
stand a fan on high which repre-
sented a strong snowstorm. The 
building materials included differ-
ent sized marshmallows, toilet and 
paper towel rolls, coffee filters, 
cotton balls, glue, tape, Styrofoam 
plates, paper and toothpicks. Each 
student prepared an individual 
design then, with an assigned part-
ner, they completed the final design 
for their igloo. Students worked 
strategically building their igloo, 
but some groups had to do a full 
redesign while other groups only 
had to modify their original plans 
with slight modifications while they 
built. 

The best part of the project was to 
see the different types of igloos that 
were made and how the students 
overcame obstacles while building 
their igloo. Proudly, all igloos were 
able to withstand the forces of wind 
from the fan!

The fifth-grade challenge was to 

build a working robotic arm that 
could pick up a Styrofoam cup 
filled with water.  Prior to design-
ing, students researched the work-
ings of a hand, the purpose of fin-
gers and thumbs, and how muscles 
and tendons assist with hand move-
ments. The materials they could 
use included cardboard strips and 

pieces, binder clips, brads, clothes-
pins, craft sticks, fishing line, wire 
hangers, rubber bands, tape, and 
string.  The student created an indi-
vidual design then they work col-
laboratively with group members to 
create a group design. 

STEM 
Con’t from page 15

St. Peter’s Students watching as their igloo is put to the test in the wind chal-
lenge from the fan in the STEM Build an Igloo Challenge

OPT

hope of “drawing attention to and 
ending the evil of abortion” at the 
Carhart clinic.

The 40 Days for Life Campaign, 
according to Jill Gadwood, head 
of the campaign’s local chapter in 
Bethesda, will “continue our spring 
40-day prayer vigil outside the 

Carhart Clinic from March 6th to 
April 14th, which coincides with 
the 40 days of Lent.” Gadwood said 
the 40 Days for Life is a pro-life 
campaign with a vision to access 
God’s power through prayer, fast-
ing, and peaceful vigil to end abor-
tion.

The campaign was started in 2004 
by David Bereit with a local group 
in Bryan-College Station, Texas. 
Similar campaigns by religiously-

based pro-life advocacy groups have 
since been launched in communities 
in several countries including the 
United States, Canada, Australia, 
England, Northern Ireland, and 
Denmark. The campaign’s name 
refers “to a pattern of several events 
lasting for 40 days repeated in the 
Bible, like Noah’s Ark, Moses’ 40 
days on Mount Sinai, and Jesus’s 40 
days in the desert.” Text and photo 
by Angelyn Tugado-Marzan

LIFE 
Con’t from page 2
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Tickets are $250 per person. Sponsorship Opportunities are available.
Purchase tickets online at www.pcr-inc.org or contact Steve Riley at sriley@pcr-inc.org

PCR is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.

Bethesda North Marriott Hotel & Conference Center
Cocktails 6:30 PM

Dinner, Awards, & Dancing 7:30 PM

“Like” Potomac Community Resources, Inc. on Facebook and 
Twitter @PCRmd. for info about PCR programs and events.

About Potomac Community Resources, Inc.  Since 1994 Potomac Community  
Resources, Inc. (PCR) has provided therapeutic, social, educational, and respite care 
programs for teens and adults with developmental differences. PCR’s dynamic, inno-
vative programs are designed to encourage our members’ personal growth, friendships, 
and healthy lifestyles, and to provide support to their family members and caregivers. 
PCR programs include music, fitness and movement, respite care for individuals 
with significant and moderate care needs, discussion groups for men and women, 
communication skills, basketball, art, a social club, photography, information sessions 
for parents of transitioning youth, and many special events throughout the year.

The Sullivan Family
BENEFIT CHAIRS

Johnny Holliday
MASTER OF CEREMONIES


